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Introduction
Definition
oProgram specific accreditation
oComprehensive
oExternal evaluation
oEnsures programs meet certain academic standards
oHealth Careers most common



Introduction
Standards and benchmarks
• Most Common Standards:
Program Mission, Goals, Outcomes
Curriculum
◦ Sequencing and Content
 Faculty Qualifications
Educational Outcomes
Resource Availability
Assessment and Planning
 Institution and Program Integrity



Purpose of Specialized Accreditation
Quality and Standards
o Provides structure
o Strengths and areas for improvement

Program Integrity
o High Quality



Specialized Accreditation Process
Internal and External Stakeholders

Annual and/or Interim Reports

Self-Study Report

Onsite/Virtual Visit

Visit Reports

Response to Reports

Onsite Meetings:
◦ Administration
◦ Faculty
◦ Students
◦ Faculty
◦ Advisory Committee Members
◦ Clinical/External Partners
◦ Financial Aid
◦ Student Support Services
◦ Library
◦ Wellness



Self Study Report
Step I: 

Narrative Response to Accreditation Standards



Self Study Report
Step II:

Supporting Documents
◦ Examples of required supporting documents
◦ For standard 4 (Program Faculty)



Benefits of Specialized Accreditation
Enhancing Academic Program Excellence!

Fostering Continued Improvement
oAssessments Typically Included:
 Program Assessment
 Course Level Assessment

Course Objectives
Course Mapping

 Faculty Assessments
 Outcomes Assessment
 Resource Assessment

o Professional Recognition
 Required vs. Recommended
 Validating Quality of Education
 Enhancing Career Opportunities



Course Mapping Examples



Success Data
Program 2022-2023 Pass Rate Employment Rate

Dental Hygiene 100% 100%

Diagnostic Cardiac Sonography 100% 100%

Emergency Medical 92.3% First Attempt 
(66% national average)

Pending

Licensed Practical Nurse 94%
(80% national average)

99% (2021, 2022 pending)

Registered Nurse 91%
(80% national average)

99% (2021, 2022 pending)

Physical Therapist Assistant 100% 100%

Radiologic Technician 100% 100%



Challenges of Accreditation
Resource Intense
o Time and Financial Investment
o Balancing Accreditation Requirements with Regular Job Duties

Standardization vs. Innovation



Harper College Academic Programs
Career and Technical Programs:
Legal Studies- American Bar Association (ABA)
Graphic Arts- Accrediting Council for Collegiate Graphic Communications (ACCGA)

Liberal Arts:
Music - National Association of Schools of Music (NASM)



Harper College Academic Programs
Health Careers:
Diagnostic Cardiac Sonography AAS
o Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education 

Programs (CAAHEP)
Diagnostic Medical Sonography AAS
o Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education 

Programs (CAAHEP)
Dental Hygiene AAS
o Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA)

Dietetic Internship
o Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition 

and Dietetics (ACEND)
Emergency Medical Services AAS
o Committee on Accreditation of Educational Programs for 

the Emergency Medical Services Professions (CoA)
Health Information Technology AAS
o Commission for Accreditation for Health Informatics and 

Information Management Education (CAHIIM)

Massage Therapy Certificate
o Commission on Massage Therapy Accreditation (COMTA)

Medical Office Administration AAS
o Medical Assisting Education Review Board (MAERB)

Nursing:
o CNA approved by the IDPH
o LPN and RN
 Accreditation Commission for Education in 

Nursing (ACEND)
oPhlebotomy Certificate
o National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory 

Sciences (NAACLS)
oPhysical Therapist Assistant AAS
o Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education 

(CAPTE)
oRadiological Technology AAS
o Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Radiologic Technology (JRCERT)



Conclusion
Importance

Recognition

Gratitude



Question and Answer


	Specialized Accreditation
	Introduction
	Introduction
	Purpose of Specialized Accreditation
	Specialized Accreditation Process
	Self Study Report
	Self Study Report
	Benefits of Specialized Accreditation
	Course Mapping Examples
	Success Data
	Challenges of Accreditation
	Harper College Academic Programs
	Harper College Academic Programs
	Conclusion
	Question and Answer

