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“There is no power for change greater than a 

community discovering what it cares about.”
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HARPER

24: Average age of Harper student

12,015: Number of students 

taking credit classes (fall 2021)

56% of students work while 

attending Harper College (46% of 

students ages 25 and older work full-time)

51% of Harper students who  

self-identified as first generation 

$4,005: Average annual cost  

of tuition for a full-time student

$6.2 million:  
Total awarded in 2021 – 2022 by the 

Foundation in scholarships, grants  

and awards

2,052: Number of students receiving a 

scholarship, grant or award

230: Total Foundation scholarship funds 

19: New scholarship funds created by 

donors in 2021 – 2022

It is my great honor to begin a two-year term as President of the Board 

of Directors of Harper College Educational Foundation. As a Harper 

Alumna, I am so proud to lead the foundation in fulfilling its mission of 

connecting the college to the greater community, alumni, businesses, 

and leaders by inspiring and aligning donor passion and generosity 

through philanthropic support for students and program enrichments.   

The foundation board is an esteemed group of accomplished people 

representing organizations, businesses and community funders. 

In 2020, the board set our strategic direction for the near future by 

defining our organizational objectives. We will expand scholarship 

opportunities for all students, leverage and strengthen collaboration 

with businesses, and identify and develop future alumni and affinity 

group leaders. Harper College is an asset to our community, serving 

students in so many walks of life… from recent high school graduates 

to continuously learning seniors. Our role at the foundation is to 

remove the financial barriers to student success, and our generous 

donors make that possible.    

Peter Drucker taught that to achieve results, we must use all the 

available strengths, as these strengths are the true opportunities. "The 

unique purpose of an organization is to make strength productive," he 

wrote. The Educational Foundation has the remarkable strength and 

purpose of building and achieving results by assisting Harper students 

to achieve their educational dreams.   

I am privileged to be a small part of helping make those dreams 

become a reality and applaud all the hundreds of foundation donors 

who recognize the value of a donor scholarship and helping someone 

else fulfill their dream.   

Thank you for your efforts and support.   

B R E N D A  K N O X  
HARPER COLLEGE EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION BOARD PRESIDENT

FROM THE DESK OF
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Karma Foundation Scholarship: Created by Harper alumna 

Shipra Rajput, an international student who earned her associate 

degree from Harper College in 2016 and her bachelor's in biomedical 

engineering from Washington State University. She is currently a 

Manufacturing Engineering at Edwards Life Science and created this 

scholarship to support an international student with financial need.

Kathleen Hartwig Endowed Scholarship: Created by 

community member and donor Kathleen Hartwig for female 

students with financial need and a GPA of 2.0. 

Mike and Melissa Canning Scholarship and Mike and 

Melissa Canning Transfer Scholarship: Created by community 

leaders Melissa (also a Harper College alumna) and Mike Canning 

to support Harper students who have financial need. The transfer 

scholarship pays for tuition at the University Center at a Harper 

College partner school.   

Robert and Jennifer Allare Scholarship: Created by adjunct 

faculty member Robert Allare and his wife, Jennifer, for graduates 	

of Prospect or Hoffman Estates High School, preference to 

students that played sports in high school and a preference for 

community service engagement (see more about Robert and 

Jennifer on page 8).  

Schaumburg-Hoffman Lions Club Scholarship: The 

Schaumburg-Hoffman Lions Club established this scholarship 

to support a student that lives or works in Hoffman Estates or 

Schaumburg who has financial need and has demonstrated 

community service. 

 
The Inspire Scholarship Campaign will expand financial 

support for Harper College students by creating new opportunites or 

expanding existing scholarships to assist current and future students. 

To date, forty new scholarships have been created for Harper College 

students. To learn more, visit harpercollege.edu/inspire. 

Donor generosity inspires new scholarships
The Harper College Educational Foundation thanks the donors of these new scholarships 
for their generosity and for inspiring Harper students to realize their dreams.     
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The program provides one-year grants to nonprofit organizations 

whose missions support the advancement of equity, diversity and 

economic mobility for underserved and marginalized communities in 

Harper’s district. The program’s goals align with Harper’s efforts to 

reduce the college’s equity gaps by 20% by 2024. 

“Harper and the Educational Foundation are inspired by the 

determination and ambition of these organizations, which share the 

college’s mission to better our communities,” said Laura Brown, 

vice president, and chief advancement officer. “The Community 

Innovation Fund provides a wonderful opportunity to partner with 

groups seeking to assist under-resourced students, help at-risk single 

mothers and support victims of domestic violence.” 

The five organizations that received a Community Innovation Fund 

Grant include: 

•	 Partners for Our Communities, Palatine  

•	 GiGi’s Playhouse, Hoffman Estates  

•	 WINGS, Palatine  

•	 Fellowship Housing Corporation, Hoffman Estates  

•	 Barrington Area Development Council, Barrington/	
	 Carpentersville  

All five grants are set to significantly impact Harper’s district. Kathy 

Millin, executive director at Partners for Our Communities, which 

was awarded the largest grant, spoke about her appreciation of the 

Community Innovation Fund Grant Program and the difference these 

funds will make in people’s lives. 

“I have to tell you, when we first got the news, we cried. Our staff 

felt this sense of joy,” Millin said. “We’re seeing such despair and 

hopelessness out there, which scares me. We’re excited to help 

normalize taking care of your mental health for these young people.” 

Harper and its foundation announced the grant program last spring. 

Area organizations were encouraged to apply and detail how they 

would use the funding for projects, programs, activities and services 

that focus on uplifting activities with long-lasting impacts and 

outcomes. Each grant is for one year (July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023), 

and recipients will be allowed to apply for a one-year renewal. 

Part of the impetus for the Community Innovation Fund Grant 

Program was MacKenzie Scott’s $18 million transformational gift to 

Harper in 2021. 

“MacKenzie Scott wrote how generosity is generative, and that 

sharing makes more,” said Dr. Avis Proctor, Harper president. “The 

goal of these grants is to advance work supporting equity, diversity 

and economic mobility within our community for years to come. 

Together we can generate transformational and strategic impact for 

our entire community to thrive.” 

Harper College Educational Foundation gives 
$100K to local nonprofits  
The Harper College Educational Foundation recently granted $100,000 to five local 
nonprofit organizations as part of its new Community Innovation Fund Grant Program. 
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dream university. Each day staff and faculty share the common 

commitment and care that our students' success matters. This 

was especially evident during this academic year kick-off as we 

highlighted a student's journey. It is just one of the many reasons we 

are so confident in our goal of supporting every student.  

Harper College has taken proactive steps to meet the changing 

needs of our students and our community. With this elevated focus 

in our strategic plan, we have the foundation and innovation to 

build on the best things we do, identify areas for improvement and 

redesign and connect with our community's needs. 

As President of William Rainey Harper College, I am proud of our 

direction as we ignite multiple paths toward student success and 

institutional excellence.

I am thrilled to begin a new fall academic year. As recently recognized 

by the Aspen Institute's College Excellence program, Harper College 

is a great institution – one of the best in the entire country.  

It is always an exciting time on campus as classes begin, with 

students walking into classrooms for the first time, not knowing 

the professor or others in the class but displaying excitement for 

the challenges and learning opportunities that await them. Many 

of our students are first-generation college students, and this is a 

completely new experience for them. While it's exciting, it can also 

be intimidating. Thus, we are committed to cultivating a strong 

student experience, on campus or virtually, with our You Matter, 	

We Care - SOAR framework. 

We know that our faculty and staff prioritize student success and 

are inspired to do what it takes to give each student the best 

opportunity to realize the ultimate goal of earning a credential 

for upskilling or entry into the workforce or transferring to their 

D R .  AV I S  P R O C T O R 
PRESIDENT OF HARPER COLLEGE

FROM THE DESK OF

You spoke, we listened. Begin receiving 
communications electronically.
While we still rely on postal mail to communicate with our donors, alumni and friends, the Foundation continues 

to increase the number of electronic publications we use based on feedback received from our donors. Select 

event invitations, the quarterly alumni e-newsletters, donation requests and video thank you messages from 

student scholarships recipients are all sent electronically.   

In addition, the Foundation offers electronic versions of many of our printed communication pieces. The 

Catalyst newsletter, gift acknowledgement letters with tax receipt information, and some event invitations can 

be sent to you electronically.   

Update your mail preferences and ensure that the Foundation has your preferred email address on file by 

visiting harpercollege.edu/contact or using the QR code to the right.  
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Since its inception, three generations 

have attended Harper College, and Robin 

Turpin and Laurie Turpin-Soderholm have 

been named Distinguished Alumni. Family 

members have served as Harper faculty, 

performed in Harper theatre performances 

and volunteered on numerous Harper 

College Educational Foundation 

committees and the Foundation Board.  

The family is firmly committed to 

supporting education as the path to 

increased life satisfaction and affluence. 

Robin and Laurie have been instrumental 

in supporting, championing and funding 

individual scholarships, the Promise 

Scholarship program, and college-

sponsored programs. Robin is a Harper 

Heritage Society member and has left plans 

for Harper College in her estate plans.   

In 2009, they established the endowed 

Shirley L. and Howard A. Turpin 

Scholarship for Dreamers, named after 

their parents. The scholarship is for 

students who have achieved a 3.0 GPA, 

have financial need, and most importantly, 

have a clear vision of how a Harper 

College education can help fulfill their 

dreams for the future. Since its inception, 

the Shirley L. and Howard A. Turpin 

Scholarship for Dreamers has supported 

more than 17 students. Robin and Laurie 

say meeting the students and seeing their 

passion and perseverance has inspired 

them. “We are so excited to see them 

achieve their dreams,” said Laurie. 

In honor of the Turpin and Soderholm 

family’s generosity and support, the 

Harper College Performing Arts Center 

lobby was dedicated to their families in the 

spring of 2022 and officially named the 

Turpin Soderholm Family Performing Arts 

Center Lobby.    

Family legacy helps to achieve dreams 
The Turpin and Soderholm families have resided in the Harper College district since 
1956 and were early community college supporters.

Laurie Turpin-Soderholm (left) and Robin Turpin (right) with Ruth Morales, 2018 recipient of their scholarship. After graduating from Harper College, Ruth attended Benedictine University and is now a third year 
physical therapy student at the prestigious Doctor of Physical Therapy Program and Northwestern University.   
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As she was nearing the end of her program, she was awarded 

the Hohol Family Endowed Scholarship. As Lindy says, “Thanks 

to their financial support, I was able to believe that there are still 

kind people in the world that care about others and want them 

to succeed.” The scholarship’s financial support relieved some 

of her family’s financial burden and empowered her to finish her 

journey toward her associate degree. 

Today, Lindy is beginning her bachelor’s degree in accounting 

through Harper’s University Center with her sights set on 

becoming a Certified Public Accountant.  

Lindy is a proud member of the Harper College 

Class of 2022, having finished her associate degree in 

accounting. She has now started her 

first professional job as an accounting clerk. 

The path was not always easy Lindy worked full-time at a coffee shop to 

provide for herself and her two young daughters. Lindy knew that a better 

life for her whole family meant finding a way to balance work, family and 

school. She paid for her first semester at Harper on a credit card. She 

sought out campus resources for support and advising. 

She worked hard in her classes and her job.

Right here in our community there are driven, hardworking people like 
Lindy striving for a brighter future. You can find them at Harper College.  

The people holding a full-time job while maintaining a strong college GPA…  

The students studying hard after their kids are in bed…  

The optimist living in her car while preparing for final exams…  

The dreamers who know that they can achieve if someone gives them a chance…  

Thanks to donations from generous donors and alumni, students like Lindy are inspired to fulfill their educational dreams.  	

If you are interested in making a donation to support Harper College students, visit harpercollege.edu/foundation or 

scan the code to make a donation today.  
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Adjunct faculty 
and alumni create 
scholarship to help 
students explore 	
their passions 
Robert and Jennifer Allare’s history with Harper College runs deep. 

Both graduated from high schools in Harper’s district. Both took 

classes at Harper before completing their undergraduate degrees 

at Illinois State University. Both have remained committed to 

helping students in our community transform their lives through the 

power of education. 

Today, Jennifer co-owns a nationwide company, and Robert is 

an adjunct faculty in the Department of History at Harper and 

president of the Adjunct Faculty Association. Together they made 

the decision to share the gift of a Harper education. As Jennifer 

notes, “I think that’s our biggest desire: to help some students get 

back their footing and education out of high school while they try 

and figure some things out.” 

The Robert and Jennifer Allare Endowed Scholarship supports 

graduates of Prospect High School and Hoffman Estates High 

School who are involved with their community. “Since I teach here, 

I know it’s an opportunity for students to explore,” says Robert, 

“College, in general, is that opportunity to test drive different things 

and decide where you want to go.” 

Jennifer, whose experience as a Harper student was taking Spanish 

classes over the summers, is particularly interested in Harper’s 

approach to placing students on a career pathway. She sees the 

need for students who are interested in hands-on trades in her work, 

“I work in the construction industry, and there is a complete shortage 

of skilled labor…Maybe they can complete their associate degree, 

become a mechanic, or study nursing. Whatever it is, [students] get 

on some sort of path and have their home base here.” 

Robert has seen the toll finances can take on students, sharing 

that some of his students are working two jobs to make ends meet 

while others are working full-time and balancing school. Robert 

recalls that while in college, he did not face the same pressure to 

work while attending school.  

“Harper was a great location for me. I don’t think it’s much more 

complicated than giving someone an opportunity we had back 

in the day,” suggests Robert. Their scholarship will accomplish 

this for Harper students for generations to come. In establishing 

an endowment, the Allares have made the commitment to giving 

Harper students a chance to learn and grow in perpetuity.  

Want to learn more about starting a scholarship? Email 

foundation@harpercollege.edu or call 847.925.6490 for 		

more details.
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Ways to give: Planned Gifts  
Build a bright future for future generations while creating your legacy. 

Harper students rely on gifts from donors to make their educational 

journeys become a reality. By establishing a planned gift with the 

William Rainey Harper College Educational Foundation, donors can 

ensure that future generations of Harper students will experience 

that same support in reaching their goals.    

Include Harper College in your will or trust   

•	 Include a gift (restricted or unrestricted) to the William 	
	 Rainey Harper College Educational Foundation in your will 	
	 or trust.      

•	 Indicate a specific amount or a percentage of the balance 	
	 remaining in your estate or trust.   

•	 Please tell us about your gift so we may recognize you for 	
	 your generosity now.    

Donor-Advised Funds  

•	 If you have a donor-advised fund, consider using it to make 	
	 a grant to the Harper College Educational Foundation.        

Gifts of Stock or Appreciated Assets   

•	 Transfer appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual fund shares 	
	 you have owned for more than one year to Harper College 	
	 Educational Foundation. We sell your securities and use 
	 the proceeds to support Harper students.   

•	 You receive an income tax deduction for the fair market 	
	 value of the securities and pay no capital gains tax on the 	
	 transfer when the stock is sold.    

We can work with you to customize your gift and interests. Please 

contact Heather Zoldak, CFRE, Associate Executive Director/Major 

Gifts, at hzoldak@harpercollege.edu for more information.  

Have you already included Harper in your estate plans? Please let us 

know! We would love to talk to you about your gift and welcome you 

to the Harper Heritage Society.    

Dream Big Angel 
Grant supports local 
entrepreneurs 
The Dream Big Angel Grant program was established in 2016 

thanks to the generosity of a donation from Kim Duchossois.  

Since then, nearly $250,000 has been awarded to 23 businesses 

to help with business start-up, business expansion or prototype 

development expenses.    

Clients of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Harper 

College and students in Harper’s Entrepreneurial Maker program 

are eligible for the Angel Grant program and participate in a 

competitive application and presentation process. 

Thank you for believing in Connect 
and Color and for your support as I 

begin to scale my business. Truly, words 
cannot express my gratitude.”

Dawn P.
Connect and Color

Angel Grant recipients for the 2022-2023 year are:

Blended Health & Smoothie Bar

Beauty by Juliette

Connect and Color

Easy Signing LLC

Ergonomic Bottle Caps, LLC

Parading Press
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The Harper College Educational Foundation for the sponsorship support of our 2022 Business Champions. To learn more, email 

Kristyn Meyer at kmeyer@harpercollege.edu. Sponsors secured as of September 1, 2022. 

Thank you to our Business Champions 
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As part of its Harper@Work program, the Foundation piloted its 

Corporate Mentorship Program during the Summer of 2022. The 

program stemmed from conversations with corporate partners 

who communicated an increased need for programs that promote 

leadership and corporate responsibility and their difficulties 

recruiting the diverse, skilled workforce they desire. Out of this 

challenge, a new idea was born. The opportunity to connect 

Harper scholarship recipients with Foundation Business Champions 

was a win-win. These community-minded businesses found ways 

to strengthen their current and future workforce while preparing 

hardworking Harper students for their future careers. 

During the pilot program, three businesses participated: 

Clearwater Capital Partners, Motorola Solutions and Vistex. 

Employees from a variety of backgrounds and job titles 

volunteered their time to coach Harper students virtually during 

the summer. Feedback from both students and mentors was 

positive, and of the 13 original pairings, five pairs requested to 

continue their connection throughout the fall semester. Following 

the successful pilot, 10 businesses identified 53 mentors for the 

2022-2023 cohort. 

Interested in enriching your employees while empowering the 

next generation of business leaders? Contact Kristyn Meyer at 

kmeyer@harpercollege.edu or 847.925.6468 to learn more. 

Connecting
Business &
Community

Connecting Business 
and Community

Corporate
Community
Engagement

Connecting
Business and
Community

The Foundation proudly celebrates our Corporate 
Mentorship partners for the 2022-2023 academic year: 

Allstate, Barrington Bank & Trust and Wintrust, 	
Clearwater Capital Partners, Erikkson Engineering 
Associates, Northern Trust, Northwest Community 
Healthcare, School Health, SHI International 
Corporation, Vistex and WT Group

“You definitely paired us well, 
and I am learning a ton about 

the field of communication 
and even about potential 

careers in human resources and 
marketing...Thank you so much 
for this wonderful opportunity! 
I’m really enjoying it, finding it 
to be super helpful, and I have 
made some great connections!” 

Ashley R.
Harper Student

“I appreciate the opportunity to 
be a part of such a wonderful 

program helping others in need 
and providing support.”

Andrea P.
Corporate Mentor



What is an investiture? 
The investiture of a new president is a ceremony of dignity with many academic traditions and protocols. Originating in English 

universities, the investiture ceremony is among the oldest of traditions in academia. The word investiture comes from the Latin phrase 

for “dress in robe.” In academic circles, the term has come to mean one who will literally don the university’s insignia and regalia.

In early October, Harper College celebrated the investiture of Dr. 

Avis Proctor as the sixth president of Harper College. The pandemic 

prevented the college from doing so sooner, and the college 

community was pleased to be able to do so now. 

Before arriving at Harper College, Dr. Proctor had 25 years of 

experience working in multicultural environments as an innovative 

mathematics educator and academic administrator with a focus on 

teaching, service and research.  

Since her arrival, Dr. Proctor has continued the important work 

on student success initiatives. During this time, the college was 

acknowledged by the Aspen Institute as a semi-finalist for the 

prestigious College Excellence Program, which means that Harper 

is considered one of the top 25 community colleges in the country. 

This is the nation’s signature recognition for America’s community 

colleges—as President Obama called it, “basically the Oscars 

for great community colleges.” The Aspen Prize honors colleges 

with outstanding achievement in five critical areas: teaching and 

learning, certificate and degree completion, transfer and bachelor’s 

attainment, workforce success, and equity for students of color and 

students from low-income backgrounds. 

In addition, in 2021, Harper received an $18 million gift, the largest 

gift in the college’s history, from philanthropist, activist and author 

MacKenzie Scott. It was used to create the Igniting Paths to 

Success scholarships which awarded full tuition, fees and books 

to 1,000 students, helping to address an urgent need for many in 

our community struggling to access and prioritize higher education 

due to the challenges and uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Funding from this significant gift was also used to provide one-year 

grants to nonprofit organizations (see page 4). The program’s goals 

align with Harper’s efforts to reduce the college’s equity gaps by 

20% by 2024. 

Events and activities leading up to the formal investiture ceremony 

were attended by students, community partners, employees and 

others who contribute to the success of the college. 

The formal investiture ceremony and swearing-in of the new 

president took place on October 6, 2022, and included delegates 

from other colleges and universities, as well as faculty, staff and 

community members.  

INVESTITURE 2022

Your Community’s College

I G N I T E I N S P I R E I N N O V A T E
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“I intend to use my degree 
in a field that I can feel 

proud of, and that makes 
a tangible difference 
in people's lives. This 

scholarship enables me to 
pursue an education in 
mechanical engineering 

while still serving          
the community.”

Emily Alvia began her second year at 

Harper College in the fall of 2022. Emily 

is working toward her associate degree 

in engineering science with the goal of 

pursuing a Bachelor of Science Degree 

in mechanical engineering. Emily is in the 

Engineering Pathways Program at Harper 

and plans to transfer to the University of 

Illinois at Champaign Urbana after Harper. 

Emily recalls that for as long as she can 

remember, she knew she wanted to 

pursue the fields of math and science, and 

engineering gives her that opportunity.   

“The HOPE scholarship 
will help me reach my 
goals while providing 
me mentorship and 

financial support. I want 
to become an educator 
who facilitates social-
emotional learning, 
coping skills and the 

importance of kindness.” 

Taiah began her second year at Harper this 

fall. She is pursuing her associate degree 

with plans to become a teacher. Her goal 

is to double major in elementary education 

and psychology with a minor in African 

American studies at her four-year university. 

Taiah is a first-generation college student 

and intends on becoming the first in her 

family to obtain a master's degree. Working 

part-time at KinderCare, she has the 

privilege of watching her students' growth 

and development. Taiah maintains a 4.0 

GPA and is in Harper’s Honors Program.

“My goal is to become 
a journalist, work for  
National Geographic 
and travel the world, 
sharing meaningful 

stories that bring positive 
change in society. I am 

passionate about making 
a difference, and I am 
confident my education 
at Harper gives me the 
empowerment to do so.” 

Lydia is in her second year at Harper 

College and is working toward her 

Associate in Arts degree, focusing on a 

major in communication and journalism. 

She maintains a 4.0 GPA. Her dream 

is to become a journalist for National 

Geographic. She plans to transfer to DePaul 

University either through Harper's University 

Center or another institution to study 

journalism. Lydia has dedicated more than 

300 hours to community service in recent 

years and plans to join the Peace Corps 

next summer serving as an English teacher 

in Ecuador.    

EMILY ALVIA TAIAH GUES LYDIA SCHULTZ

HOPE Giving Circle
Meet the 2022 Recipients 



HOPE awards $10,000 scholarships to four students 

The Harper College Educational Foundation's HOPE Giving Circle brings together influential 

women with a common goal of supporting women to pursue higher education and reach 

their full potential through financial support, ongoing mentoring and leadership development.  

This year, the group awarded $10,000 scholarships to Harper students Emily Alvia, Taiah 

Guess, Lydia Schultz and Genevieve Wulf, who were honored at a recent awards reception. 

"We are a strong community of women supporting the next generation of female leaders," 

said Kathy Gilmer, chair of the HOPE Giving Circle Executive Committee and a founding 

HOPE member. "Year after year, we have the privilege of seeing first-hand the difference the 

HOPE Scholarship makes in the lives of these young women." 

The HOPE Scholarship is awarded to female students who are completing their final year 

at Harper and are planning to transfer to a four-year institution. Applicants must have a 3.0 

minimum GPA and demonstrate community service or involvement.

Since its inception seven years ago, the HOPE Giving Circle has awarded $10,000 

scholarships to 22 Harper students. In total, 120 donors have contributed more than 

$270,000 in support of future female leaders. 
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“Researching the brain and 
understanding the causes 

and effects of mental illness 
has played a huge part 
in helping my family's 
conditions. I want to 
contribute to this field 
because of the personal 
experiences that I have 

with it and help others that 
have also been affected.” 

Genevieve entered her final year at 

Harper this fall. She is pursuing her 

associate degree with plans to major in 

neuroscience at her four-year institution, 

ideally Northwestern or Notre Dame. She 

hopes to pursue a career in cognitive and 

behavioral neuroscience, where she can 

study the brain and behavior. Her interest 

in the field is personal after her experience 

with family members with neurological 

conditions. She maintains a 4.0 GPA and 

hopes to pursue her master's degree in 

the future. She is a member of the Harper 

Honors Program and Vice President of the 

Student Activities Board.  

Linda J. Lang 

2022 HOPE Giving Circle 
Scholarship Reception  

GENEVIEVE WULF

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS! 



I S A A C  J E A N - PA U L   
2021 PARALYMPIC MEDALIST 

CEO AND FOUNDER, ITSNMYDNA.ORG 
HEAD COACH, SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY ADAPTIVE 

ATHLETICS 

M I C H A E L  PAT R I C K  M C G O W A N  
PRESIDENT
FOSTER ELECTRIC (USA), INC. 

LESLIE AW VAN WOLVELEAR, EDD, CPA, CGMA  
CHAIR AND DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF ACCOUNTING 
OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

J A M E S  R .  I D S T E I N ,  C PA ,  M B A  
OWNER

JAMES IDSTEIN CONSULTING LLC

J O S E P H  P L A Z A K ,  P H D  
SENIOR PRINCIPAL SOFTWARE DEVELOPER 

AVID TECHNOLOGY

Outstanding Recent Alumnus 2022 

Distinguished Alumni 2022
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Harper College honored five exceptional alumni at the annual Distinguished Alumni Awards event on October 20. Honorees included four 

recipients of the Distinguished Alumni Award and one recipient of the Outstanding Recent Alumni Award. These exceptional alumni were 

recognized for their contributions and impact in their careers and community. Read full bios and learn more about the Distinguished Alumni 

Awards program at harpercollege.edu/alumni.  

Harper College honors Distinguished Alumni 
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Harper Alum’s passion for social work, 
social justice ignited at Harper College 
Years before Dr. Justin Harty (A.A. ‘08) became a trailblazer in 

the field of Social Work and an assistant professor in the School 

of Social Work at Arizona State University; he was a high school 

graduate questioning if college was the right path for him. He 

worked at Menards after high school before enrolling at Harper 

part-time.  

He recalls not knowing what direction his life should take. However, 

it was in Professor Sean Noonan’s sociology class that something 

finally clicked for him.  

“I just didn’t know what my future was,” said Dr. Harty. “I first 

enrolled in fire science, but things quickly changed when I took a 

handful of sociology and philosophy courses. I knew that was the 

path for me.”  

He credits Professor Noonan, who passed away earlier this year, 

and Harper College faculty member John Garcia with igniting his 

passion for sociology and philosophy.  

“Sean made an impact on me. He was the first one to expose me 

to activism and really encouraging dialogue around uncomfortable 

topics of conversation,” said Dr. Harty. “My time at Harper, at 

points, was harder than any education that came after that.” 

After seven years of part-time enrollment, he persevered to achieve 

his Associate of Arts in 2008. Dr. Harty earned his bachelor’s 

degree from UIUC in 2011, double majoring in sociology and 

philosophy, and then earned a Master of Social Work from the 

University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Following the completion of his master’s degree, Dr. Harty worked 

as a foster care caseworker for DCFS in Chicago. In his work, 

he noticed the lack of support for the many young black fathers 

currently in and aging out of the foster care system.  

He realized that research into this area was vital. With a goal 

of contributing to research and making change in this area, he 

applied to several top doctoral programs including the University of 

Michigan, Washington University and the University of Chicago. He 

was accepted into them all.  

Justin Harty officially became Dr. Harty when he earned his 

Doctorate in Social Work in May 2022 from U of C. He successfully 

defended his dissertation “Fatherhood in foster care: Black fathers 

aging out of foster care in Illinois.” In his acknowledgments section 

of his dissertation, he thanked the Harper College professors who 

sparked his passion: Sean Noonan and John Garcia.  

“I love social work because it helps people live in the world as we 

want it to be,” said Dr. Harty.  

Read more about Dr. Harty at harpercollege.edu/alumni.
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(for donations received July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022)
We are grateful for the generosity of our donors whose investments to Harper College help remove barriers and increase access to a college 

education. Their donations help Harper College students realize their dreams, support innovative educational programs and inspire a stronger 

community. Thank you.

Donor Recognition

$10,000+

Ascension

The Beaubien Family

Dave Braunschweig and Cindy 

Miller

Greg and Anna Brown

Canning Foundation/Rita and 

John Canning

Michael and Melissa Canning

Clearwater Capital Foundation

Raju and Sandha Datla

Fabricators & Manufacturers 

Association, International

First Bank Chicago Foundation

Gerald and Denise Fitzgerald

Gene Haas Foundation

John and Kathleen Gilmer

Kathleen Hartwig

Diane Hill

Evelyn W. Hunt Trust

Mary Ann and Donald Jirak

Ann Kimberly

Linda J. Lang

J. LeFevre

Joseph and Lisa Lynn

Motorola Solutions Foundation

Sandy Penkava

Robbins Schwartz

Rotary Club of Schaumburg-

Hoffman Estates Foundation

Sandhill House Charitable Fund

Jeffrey and Louise Schrank

Frank and Minerva Solano

Vistex

Wintrust Financial Corporation 

$5,000+

Advocate Good Shepherd 

Hospital

Ascension Alexian Brothers

Ascension St. Alexius

Assurance Agency, Ltd.

Barrington Bank & Trust Co.,  

N.A.

Dianne Batzkall

Mike and Jamie Boler

d'Escoto, Inc.

DLR Group

Greg and Emily Dowell

Ann Feldman

Hunter Foundry Machinery 

Corporation

Herb and Laura Johnson

William and Jeanne Kelley

Eric and Brenda Knox

Mark Koenig and Erin Roche

Elizabeth McKay

Northern Trust

Northwest Community 

Healthcare

Pepper Construction Group - 

Barrington

PMA Financial Network, Inc.

Joann Powell

Power Construction Company, 

LLC

Avis and Cosey Proctor

Weber-Stephen Products LLC

David and Denise Wilford

$2,500+

Robert and Jennifer Allare

bluedoor publishing

Chicago White Metal Casting, 

Inc.

Mark and Fontaine Cleary

David and Maria Coons

Teresa Cunningham

Joan Dourlet

FGM Architects

Rich Hohol

Erik Horvat

Rich Johnson

K.R. Miller Contractors, Inc

Richard A. Kasnick, Jr.

KI Furniture

League of Women Voters of 

Arlington Heights-Mount 

Prospect-Buffalo Grove

Marti Livingston-Prorok

Joseph Martin

Georgeanna and Gregg Mehr

Lane and Patty Moyer

Nation Pizza and Foods

Northwest Suburban Bar 

Association

Molly and William Norwood

Bob and Sam Oliver

L. Michael Price

RESTORE

John and Nancy Robb

Susan and Rob Rogers

Rotary Club of Palatine

RTM Engineering Consultants

Jake and Tracie Sadoff

Tom and Judy Schnecke

School Health Corporation

Signal Hill Chapter, NSDAR

Paul and Diane Sipiera

Jack and Dora Tippens

Robin Turpin

Mary Jo Willis

Witt Law, P.C.

Melanie L. Witt and David W. 

Earnest

$1,000+

20/10 Engineering Group, LLC

Randy and Christine Allen

AMS Industries, Inc.

AMSCO Engineering, Inc

Anson and Jennifer Arndt

Barney & Karamanis LLP

Barrington Breakfast Rotary 

Charitable Foundation

Mike and Susan Barzacchini

Roger and Suzie Bassi

Juanita and Albert Bassler

Martha A. Bell

Don and Gail Benson
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Berger Excavating Contractors, 

Inc.

Bisco Charitable Foundation

Bob Black

Susanne Brock

Catherine M. Brod

Peg Burbach-Webb

Dolores Campagna

Andrea Caputo

Combined Roofing Services, 

LLC

Cornerstone National Bank & 

Trust Company

Barbara Cragan

Warner Cruz

Professor Nancy L. Davis

DeFranco Plumbing, Inc.

Monali and Bhardwaj Desai

Glen Eriksson

Linda Evans Soto

F.H. Paschen

Christopher and Alansa 

Ferguson

Financial Elements, Inc

Nic Fiorito

Rob Galick

MacAdam Glinn

Guilfoil Foundation, a Donor 

Advised Fund of RCF

Harper College - Annuitants 

Association

Travaris Harris

Heartland Bank and Trust

Bonnie Henry

Kathi Hock

Holabird & Root, LLC

Barbara Howard and Ralph 

Spindler

Illinois Community College 

System Foundation

Tom and Carol Johnson

Jeff Julian

K & M Printing Co., Inc.

Bill and Sheila Kesler

Mary Jane and Stephen 

Kirkwood

Susan Klatt

Tom and Barb Knoff

Linda Kolbusz-Kosan and Ken 

Kosan

Thom Lange

María Leboulanger

Ella and Val Liberman

Tom and Patty MacCarthy

Markel Corporation

James T. McKenzie

Regan Myers

Judi Nitsch

Paul and Carol Pankros

Bob Parzy

PepsiCo

Peters Foundation

Jim and Suzanne Pfeiffer

Pinderski & Pinderski, Ltd.

Lee and Shannon Plate

Bill and Lynn Provan

Jeff and Lauren Przybylo

Hazel Rilki

Louise Robb

RSM US LLP

Judith Schubert

Frank and April Smith

Jennifer Smith

Leslye and Steven Smith

Michelé Smith

Eileen Springer

Pat and Tom Stack

Josh and Kate Sunderbruch

Mary Gretchen Vancura

Tom and Karen Wischhusen

Douglas and Anna Marie Yates

Janice Yohanan

Heather and Duane Zoldak

$500+

Karen Alexander

Martha Alexander

Lynn Altfeld

American Association of 

Community Colleges

American Association of 

University Women - 

Schaumburg Area

Joe Aquilina

Felice Avila

Lisa Ayers

Robert and Mary Beaubien

Margaret Bilos and Family

Alice Boland

Bradford Systems

Jim and Judith Brenner

Dave Broucek

Charles Brown

Fred and Kim Chavis

Amy and Brian Desautels

Howard Diamond

Ron Dickerson

James A. Edstrom

Marie Farber-Lapidus
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Stu and Carolyn Ferber

Sandi Ferencz

Anna Ghiotti

Grumman/Butkus Associates

Nancy Heggem

Mary W. Hood

Shannon and Niall Hynes

Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Joanne Ivory

Jemrick Carpets, Inc.

Njambi Kamoche

Roberta and James Kennedy

Darryl Knight

Maria Knuth

Barbara McFarland

John McManus

Claudia Mercado

Drake and Wendy Mertes

Kristyn Meyer and Brandon 

Wood

Mrs. Barbara A. Michelin

Veronica Nueundorf Mormino

Sue and Donald Nowakowski

Jessica Papa

Nancy Pasquerelli

Crystal Peirce

Perkins & Will

George A. Quinlan

Doug K. Ray

Anita Rehberg

Kathleen Reynolds

Maura Reynolds

Rhonda Rogers

Mark and Carin Roman

John and Judith Rycombel

Deb Sada

Katherine S. Sawyer

Bill and Ann Schooley

Sikich LLP

Jerry and Mary Smoller

Jeff Sronkoski

Chris and John Staub

Mikie Swier

Chad and Amy Taylor

Marguerita Whitby

$250+

AIG Retirement Services

Nuri and Christine Akdeniz

Paula Akialis

Sharon Alter

AmazonSmile

Nick Arcos

Vicki and Paul Atkinson

Sandra Barney

Patrick J. Beach

Jeanie L. Behrens

Judy Blaylock

Kenneth Bostrom

Kelly Brogelman Coronado

Mary Budyak

Johnny Carlson

Scott Cashman

Sue Contarino

Eliza Cummings

Rose D'Agostini

Laurie Dietz

Sue Egan

Lori and Mike Eschenbaum

Ellen Fisher

Theresa Frank

Raeghan Graessle

Erin Graff

Donna and Michael Grzegorek

Gregory Guarrine

Rita Gura

Harper College - Psychology 

Department

Susan Heitsch

BECAUSE  
YOU GAVE…

I can continue my journey 

here at Harper and complete 

my first certificate in HVAC! 

Thank you!

Kristie
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Sonia Jawnyj

Martha Karavitis

Darlene Kearns

Patrick Kelly

Keiko K. Kimura

Arlene Koszyk

Adele K. Krueger

Rodney and Debra La Rue

Maggi Lansky

Jeanne Leifheit

Jeanne Leininger

Joanne and Dan Leski

Samuel Levenson

Barb Levin

Thomas Loch

Kevin Long

Lori Marchiori Brandt

James Marchiori

Michael and Elizabeth Marchiori

Craig Marscin

Kirsten Matthews

Matthew McLaughlin

Ed and Beth Mears

Mary Jo Miller

Helen Moore

John and Josephine Muchmore

Charlie Mulvey

Joan Mundstock

Matt Nelson

Larry Newsom

Amanda Nielsen and Daniel 

Kuforiji

Non-Profit Consulting

Xochitl Ortiz

Patricia T. Pate

Gerald Perona

Gloria Plaza

Kim Pohl

Perry Pollock

John Poomduang

Laura Pulio Colbert

Janice Razaq

Dave Richmond

Jaime Riewerts Budziak

Stephany Rimland Sicner

Nancy Savard

Darlene Schlenbecker

Richard and Evelyn Seiler

Jordan Sheinkop

Susan Skora

Mauri Spampinato

Roger Spayer

Doug Spiwak

Judith Springer

Bryan and Karen Streu

Steve Takai

Bob Tillotson

Ramon and Suzette Tolentino

Kacey and Karen Troyer

Laurie Turpin-Soderholm and 

Rob Soderholm

Mike Vanlandingham

Sarina Wan

Cynthia L. Washburn

Barb and Lee Woods

Kelley Young

Beth A. Younglove

$100+

Bruce F. Ackerman

Marjorie Allen

Jason Altmann

Linda Amenitsch

Chris Athanassopoulos

Susanne and James Bajt

BECAUSE YOU GAVE…

I am one step closer to graduating and getting my degree 

without financial worries regarding my board exam. Thank you!

Jess
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THANK YOU
Irena Bakalus

Patricia Baldwin

Miriam Basch Scott

Judy and Bob Basofin

Michael Bates

Brian Battle

Thomas Biesty

Carole Bomba, RN, MSN 

Vince Smith and Sue Borchek 

Smith

Barbara E. Bowker

Angela Bowling

Jennifer Brennan

Denise Brents

Mary Britsch

Virginia Broderick

Dennis and Carole Brokke

Kathy Bruce

Paul Brune

Helen and Harry Burroughs

Cynthia Burrows

Kathleen Canfield

Carol Carlson-Nofsinger

Suzanne G. Carmer

Jacqueline A. Carroll

Tom Cassell

Steven Catlin

Harley and Jean Chapman

C.J. and Lauren Chilvers

Diana Cincinello

Theresa Clark

William Clark

Lillie Clay

Meg Coney

Brian Cremins

Faon Crystal

Megan Dallianis

Enrique and Elissa D'Amico

Karen and Douglas Darch

Anne Davidovicz and Paul 

Smith

Carmen Dean

Michele DeCanio

Anthony DeLaurie

Brian DeValk

George and Mary Dorner

Monica L. Edwards

Christina Eilers

Lori Ellerman

Agnieszka Engstrom

L. L. Eshoo

Christine and Alan Evans

Pauline Facks

Follett Higher Education Group

Marianne Fontes

John Garcia

Sara and David Gibson

Jennifer Godish

Joanne Gorecki

John and Kathleen Graff

Amie Granger

Jasmine Green

Brad Grossman

Yvonne Harris

Kamela Harrison

Donna Harwood

Robert and Lucette Held

Mike Hensley

Ryan Hess

Shante Holley

Anthony Holmes

Kris Howard-Jensen

Audrey Meier Inbody

Kimberly Jaeger

Ronald Jania

Festus L. Johnson, Jr.

Gretchen Johnson

Hector and Karen Johnstone

Mary Kawarski

Jenyl Keeton

Logan Kelley

Paul H. Kim

Barbara Koenig

Sandy Kreiling

Ana Krstic

Judy and Robert Kulchawik

Karin Lacour-Rivers

Tom Lanzara

William and Cheryl LaRocca

John Lawson

Angelo LeRoi

Linda Leung

Roger Lindquist

Minhua and Changyi Liu

Crystal Loggins

Maria Lopez

Cindy Luxton

Chelsea Lynn

Michael Magee

Tammie Mahoney

Carol Majka

Debbie Maropis

Sharon and Richard Martin

Judy Marwick

DuBoi McCarty

Laura McGee

Mark McPherrin

Shirley Meier

Dan Miller

Sally A. Miller

Sandie Minich

Peter Mirkovich

Bruno Monnier

Bhasker Moorthy
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Rita Mormando

Jeffrey Moy

Kate E. Murphy

Nan Nefczyk

Darlene Niebuhr

Gregory and Linda Niemczyk

Kathy Nikolai

Leland Nolan

Vladimir Novokhovsky

John and Lynn O'Halloran

Jodie Olsen

Patricia O'Neill

Michele Ottenfeld

Sheryl Otto

Paddock Publications, The 

Daily Herald

Elizabeth Pagenkopf

William Pankey

Jason Peot

Steve and Sarah Petersen

Carolyn Phipps

Sara Piraino

Dennis and Halina Polakowski

Kathryn Powell

Joe and Christine Poziemski

David Riddle

Bev Riley

Michelle Rivera

Bruce and Alice Roberts

Torvis Robinson

John Roche

Michael Rose

Ross Johnson Enterprises

Patrick Ross

Christopher Schneider

Kathleen A. Schwarz, RDH

Stephen and Ellen Schwertfeger

Rebecca Scott

Shirley Shanahan

Shelley Sheinkop

John Simios

Mike Sims

Anna Skoda

Margaret M. Skold, Ph.D.

Lisa Smith

Roy and Laverne Steffens

Jon Stickney

Leslie Stokes

Clara Stone

Bobby Summers

Becki Suthers

Tim and Susannah Swift

Agnes Szemborski

Christopher M. Ternes

That's Caring

Brian Thomason

Nancy Trenkle

Philip Troyer

Kendra Uhe

Dennis Vovos

Lily M. Voyles

Linda Voyles

Ellen Walsh

Sue Walton

Kathleen Ward

Sean Warren-Crouch

Mark Watychowicz

Anthony and Cindy Way

Christine Wayne

Lee Weinbrenner

Patricia Wenthold

Cristina Willard

Andrew Wilson

Monica Wojnicki

Janet Woods

Bradley Wooten

Renee Zellner 

TRIBUTE GIFT

In honor of: 

Vicki Atkinson

Juanita Bassler

Laura Brown

Kimberly Butler

Phyllis Campagna

Jerry Campagna

Kay and Steve Catlin

Maggie Geppert

Rich Hohol and Mary Beth 

Dunne

Dr. Richard Johnson

Peggy Levine

Kristyn Meyer

Marcia Middleton-Kaplan

Lane and Patty Moyer

Jody Paine

Past, Present, and Future 

Harper College Students

Mom and Dad Paul

Dr. Avis Proctor

Kathleen Reynolds

Larry D. Savard

Emlyn & Rachele Thomas

Suzette Tolentino

Philip Troyer

Gretchen Vancura

Ariel Hererra & Jaime Velasquez

Heather Zoldak

In memory of: 

Jayne Berg

Marcy Bergman

Sheldon Berman

Jean Marie Nagle Black

BECAUSE  
YOU GAVE…

I am able to study nursing 

at Harper College. The 

scholarship helps me reduce 

the cost of higher education. 

Thank you again!

Angelica 
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June Arlene Blackman

Frances Brantley

Mary Ann Brown

Betty Buck

Ron Busse

Peter Caravette

Mickey Cohen

Padma Jatin Desai

Richard L. Duchossois

Al Dunikoski

Lori Fiscus

Mary Flynn

Sue Shirley Freeze-Ogata

Barbara Minner Fuhr

Tiburcio Garcia

Richard Glickman

Jan Hedrick

Jeff Howe

Betty Hull

Won Jo

Nils A. Johnson

Martha Keyser

Jean Kolze

Roberta Krandel

Tiffany Krause

Herb Lange

Betty Jean Lawrence

Frank Masellis

Donald McKay

Iris Morales

E.K. "Ned" Paine

Doug Peterson

Glen O. Reeser

Deputy Chief Gregg Riddle

Ernie Rilki

Mariantonietta Rìos

Howard Saltzman

Ron Schmerber

Jessica Schmitz

Tom Schoenberg

Larry Small

Georgia Sparagis

Craig Stettner

Elizabeth Troyer

Elke Weinbrenner

Herschel Wilonsky

Andrew Zoulas

HARPER HERITAGE SOCIETY

Anonymous

Lisa Kerkemeyer Ayers

Martha Bell and Glen Reeser

Wendy Billington and Connie 

Norton

Erna Tripp Bringe

Catherine M. Brod

Clayton and Sally Gardner

Thomas P. Gibbons

John and Kathleen Gilmer

Robert and Betsy Glorch

Lesley and Richard Goldberg

Peggy Gower

Shirley L. Gross-Moore

Diane G. Hill

Robin and Fran Hoffer

Richard Hohol

Kris Howard-Jensen

Mary Ann and Donald Jirak

Thomas A. and Carol M. 

Johnson

William and Jeanne Kelley

Ann H. Kimberly

Eric and Brenda Knox

Richard Kolze

J. LeFevre

Jack and Linda Lloyd

Daniel and Suzanne McCarthy

Henrietta N. Neeley

Michael and Laura Nejman

Phillip P. Nuccio

Jeanne Pankanin

Paul and Carol Pankros

Jeffrey and Lauren Przybylo

Hazel M. Rilki

Robert K. Scott

Gerald and Mary Smoller

Clara Basch Stone and Michael 

Stone

Jerald and Judith Thorson

Robin S. Turpin

MG Vancura

Janet Zilkowski

The Harper College Educational Foundation strives to record 

our donors’ names in an accurate and complete manner. If 

we have omitted or misstated your name, please contact us 

at foundation@harpercollege.edu 
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Fiscal Year 2022  
Financial Analysis

ALLOCATION OF  
PROGRAM FUNDS

GIVING BY  
CONSTITUENCY

DONOR-SPONSORED SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Students who receive a donor sponsored scholarship through the Harper College Educational Foundation are a diverse group 

of students who have educational dreams and work hard to achieve their goals. Support from their scholarships allows them 

to enroll in more classes, focus more on their education and work less, and stay enrolled in school. Here’s a snapshot of the 

2,052 students that received a scholarship last year.   

13% earned a 4.0 GPA

80% earned a degree or certificate within 
two years of receiving a scholarship

92% earn an A, B, C or Pass grade 

57% are first generation College students

59% are from an underrepresented ethnicity 
(compared to 50% of the overall Harper population)

$2,848: Average Scholarship Award

50% more scholarship recipients took a full-
time course load than students who did not receive 
a scholarship 

Persisted (took Spring Semester 
classes and continued taking classes the next Fall) 
at a rate over 60% higher than students who did 
not receive a scholarship   
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New Board Member: 

Eric Harrell is the Senior Vice President for Strategic Business Development with Allstate Identity Protection. He has a bachelor's degree from 

Bradley University and an MBA from Northwestern University. Eric has volunteered with the Shaker Heights Youth Soccer Association as a coach 

and is a mentor with 1871, a nonprofit organization that creates the experiences and space that early stage, growth stage, and corporate innovators 

need to build their businesses. 

Returning Board Members: 

Nancy Castle earned her associate degree at William Rainey Harper College. She went on to earn her bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees 

at Northern Illinois University in Clinical Psychology. After holding positions around the country, she returned to NIU in 1996 and retired as 

the Director of the Center for Non-Governmental Organization Leadership and Development in 2016. She has served as an officer with national 

rehabilitation associations. She was recognized in 2011 as a Harper College Distinguished Alumni Award recipient. 

Randy Green is the Executive Chairman of the Board of First Bank of Chicago and is responsible for strategic planning and the operating 

performance of the privately held community bank located in Highland Park, Illinois. He joined the bank in 1984 as a commercial lender and became 

President in 1996. As a Rotarian for 20 years, Randy held several positions in the Rotary Club of Highland Park and the regional Rotary District, 

including Palatine.  

Jeff Sronkoski recently retired from Legat Architect after a 44 year career, most recently as principal owner and member of the Board of Directors. 

He is a licensed architect and LEED-accredited professional. His professional affiliations include the American Institute of Architects, the City Club 

of Chicago, the Chicago Architecture Foundation and the Art Institute of Chicago. Jeff received his Bachelor of Science and Master of Architecture 

degrees from the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign.

New Educational Foundation Board Members
The Foundation welcomes four new (and returning) members to the Harper College. 

E R I C  H A R R E L L  
SVP STRATEGIC BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

ALLSTATE IDENTITY PROTECTION
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OFFICERS

Brenda Knox, President 
President 
Financial Elements, Inc. 

Georgeanna Mehr, Treasurer  
(Retired) President 
Hoffman Estates Community Bank 

Richard P. Hohol, 			 
Past President
President
Chartered Consultants, Inc. 

Patty Moyer, Secretary
Vice President 
Cedar Creek Investments, LLC 

Rafael Malpica,  
VP Board Membership 
Director, Hospital Programs 
Advocate Good Shepherd 
Hospital & Condell Medical Center

W. Bradley Stetson, 	
VP Development 
Chairman / CEO
Barrington Bank & Trust Co., N.A.

Mark W. Cleary, 		
VP Programming 
(Retired) Vice President of Supply 
Chain Management
Northrop Grumman Corporation

Ella Liberman, 		
Member at Large 
Assistant General 
Counsel — Regulatory 
Markel —Legal & Regulatory

Dr. Avis Proctor, Ex-Officio 
President 
Harper College

Diane Hill, Trustee Liaison,  
Ex-Officio 
(Retired) Northwestern University, 
School of Communication

Laura J. Brown, Ex-Officio 
Vice President, Harper College 
Chief Advancement Officer, 
Harper College Educational 
Foundation 

DIRECTORS

Brian Battle  
Chief Operating Officer 
Beacon Power LLC  

Nancy M. Castle  
(Retired) Director, Center for 
Non-Governmental Organization 
Leadership and Development
Northern Illinois University  

John Chapman  
Chief Executive Officer / 
Chief Investment Strategist 
Clearwater Capital Partners, LLC 

Raju Datla  
President
Vistex, Inc   

Polly Davenport  
Chief Operations Officer 	
and Nursing
Ascension Health IL

Kathy Gilmer  
(Retired) Director, Outreach Centers 
Northern Illinois University - 
Dekalb 

Randy L. Green 
Executive Chairman of the Board
First Bank Chicago 

Eric Harrell 
Senior Vice President, 
Strategic Business Development
Allstate Identity Protection

Don Houchins  
Executive Director, Women’s and 
Children’s Services 
Northwest Community Healthcare  

Steve Jackson 
Vice President 
Power Construction Company, 
LLC  

Dierdre Manna
Senior Vice President, 	
Head of Government and 
Regulatory Relations 
Zurich NA

Joe Martin
Senior Vice President 
Captive Resources, LLC

Monica Mueller 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Motorola Solutions 

Sam Oliver 
President 
Non-Profit Consulting, Inc. 

Scot Pepper 
President 
Pepper Construction Company 

James Pfeiffer
Division Counsel
Northrop Grumman Corporation 

William Provan 
Partner 
American Commercial Bank & Trust 

Susan Rogers
C.P.O./Chief People Officer
School Health Corporation 

Drew J. Schaefer 
SVP – Division Head 
Cornerstone National Bank & Trust 
Company  

Jeffrey F. Sronkoski 
Chairman
Legat Architects 

Anthony Way
Senior Vice President, 
Practice Leader 
Assurance Agency,  
A Marsh & McLennan Agency 
LLC Company 

Thomas G. Wischhusen 
(Retired) Senior Vice President 		
and Managing Director
Northern Trust 

Melanie Witt  
President/Attorney 
Witt Law, P.C. 

HARPER COLLEGE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

2022 – 2023 BOARD MEMBERS
EMERITUS DIRECTORS

Dee Beaubien 

Martha Bell 

Jeffery J. Bowden 

Dr. Robert L. Breuder 

Luz N. Canino-Baker 

Rita Canning 

Clark Delanois 

Dr. Kenneth Ender

Robert P. Fiorani 

Robert H. Glorch 

Richard T. Guttman 

Diane G. Hill 

Robin M. Hoffer 

Richard D. Hoffman 

Kris Howard Jensen  

William Kesler 

James R. Lancaster (Deceased) 

Joseph J. Legat 

Jack A. Lloyd 

Thomas P. MacCarthy 

James P. Meier 

James A. Moehling 

Lane R. Moyer 

Rita L. Mullins 

Kenneth J. Nykiel (Deceased) 
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If you are looking for the perfect gift for the person who has 

everything, consider making a donation in their honor to support a 

Harper student's education. 

The family of Philip Troyer did just that in honor of his birthday. 

Phil has an endowed scholarship with the Foundation. This year's 

scholarship award was around $600, and Phil suggested to his family 

that instead of gifting him birthday presents, they donate to increase 

the amount of this year's award. And that they did. 

Phil's letter to his children and grandchildren:

"Some of you are asking what I would want for my birthday. As I've 

said in the past, I wish that you would donate to your local charity 

instead of buying something for me. In line with that, I was going to 

write to check to bring my scholarship award up to $1,000. However, 

I'm going to wait a few weeks just in case any of you want to 

contribute to the Harper Foundation for my birthday."

Thanks to gifts received in honor of Phil's birthday, this year's 

recipient of the Elizabeth A. Troyer Memorial Endowed Scholarship 

will receive over $1,100 in scholarship support. 

You can donate to an existing scholarship or fund, or if you are 

interested in creating a scholarship as a tribute to someone special, 

please give us a call, and we can discuss your interests with you.

Inspired gift giving:  
honor your loved ones 
with a gift to Harper 

Harper Retiree and Founder of the Elizabeth A. Troyer Memorial Endowed Scholarship, Phil Troyer


