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PROMISE SCHOLAR WILL BE FIRST 
IN HER FAMILY TO GO TO COLLEGE 

When Diana Guarneros thinks of college, she 

envisions herself in an art studio surrounded  

by sketchbooks and sculpting tools, working  

to bring her ideas to life. With her good grades 

and long list of co-curricular activities, the 

Elk Grove High School sophomore is doing 

everything she can to get there.

There’s just one problem. “I’ve checked out 

some schools and they’re pricey,” Diana said. 

“Attending could be tricky.” That’s why Diana 

didn’t hesitate to sign up for the Promise 

Scholarship Program last year as a high school 

freshman. The idea of earning up to two years 

of free tuition at Harper College by meeting 

certain benchmarks — all aimed at promoting life 

skills and habits that will help students succeed 

in college and in life — was an opportunity she 

didn’t dare pass up. The 15-year-old from Mount 

Prospect will be the first in her immediate family 

to go to college. “My parents didn’t get these 

kinds of privileges, so they’re very excited by  

a program like this,” Diana said.

As part of the first class of Promise Scholars, 

Diana quickly embraced the program’s 

community service criteria. In addition to playing 

on Elk Grove’s girls’ volleyball team, she manages 
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HARPER COLLEGE PROMISE BUSINESS PARTNERS

One of the key goals of the Harper College Promise Program is to develop a pipeline of talent for our area 

businesses.  In return, Harper College Promise Business Partners work with students enrolled in the Promise Program  

to offer them experiences in mock interviewing, job shadowing, and providing insights into jobs that students may not  

be familiar.  To date, more than 70 companies have signed up to be Promise Business Partners, and we welcome our 

latest additions (as of July 2016).

•	 Advocate Good Shepherd Hospital

•	 Autism Home Support Services

•	 Bass, Solomon & Dowell LLP

•	 Bright Horizons

•	 Callan Associates

•	 Gallo Associates

•	 Illinois Manufacturers’ Association

•	 JourneyCare

•	 Little City

•	 Morgan Stanley

•	 Mueller Ornamental Iron Works

•	 Northwest Community Healthcare

•	 Palatine Park District

•	 The Jacobson Group

•	 Undo Identity Theft, Inc.

•	 Wintrust

•	 Zurich North America

the boys’ volleyball team, mentors junior high students 

through the Estudiantes Unidos club and volunteered  

at a summer camp for kids in a Des Plaines-area mobile 

home park. She’s also becoming familiar with Harper 

itself through the Harper College Regional High School 

Art Show, an annual juried event that draws hundreds 

of submissions from area high school students. In fall 

2016, Diana’s 2D drawing earned an honorable mention 

while her 3D sculpture placed third. Associate Professor 

Stephany Rimland said the show, which dates back 

more than 30 years, is an excellent opportunity for young 

artists to have their work recognized and displayed.

Parents Inez Delgado and Alejandro Guarneros 

described Promise as a very welcome stress relief. 

“When we think about Diana attending college, it’s hard 

to think about anything other than how expensive it is. 

It would be very difficult to handle financially,” Alejandro 

said through an interpreter. “This is a huge opportunity 

for her. She’s a tenacious kid who has high standards  

for herself. She likes to be challenged, so I know she’ll 

be successful.”

David Maya, who works as Elk Grove High School’s 

Latino Family Liaison, agreed Promise can be a game-

changer for families like Diana’s. “This is such a great 

opportunity for these kids, especially those who don’t 

have as many options when they graduate,” David said. 

“Promise will allow them to fulfill their dreams.”

(continued from page one)



HARPER COLLEGE PROMISE PROGRAM DONORS (AS OF JANUARY 2017)

Philanthropic support and engagement from community members is critical to the success of the Promise Scholarship 

Program. Since the Program’s inception, donors have contributed gifts of all sizes to ensure success. To date, $8.6 

million has been raised for Promise students. We thank our generous donors and partners for their support.  

GIFTS OF $500,000+

Greg and Anna Brown

Kim Duchossois

Foglia Family Foundation

GIFTS OF $100,000+

The Beaubien Family

Drs. Ken and Catherine Ender

Fabricators & Manufacturers 
Association, International

Motorola Solutions Foundation

Pepper Family Foundation

Robin S. Turpin

GIFTS OF $25,000+

Young Chung

First Bank of Highland Park

Georgeanna and Gregg Mehr

David Newton

GIFTS OF $10,000+

Laura J. Brown

David and Maria Coons

John and Kathleen Gilmer

Judy D. Marwick

Jim and Lori Meier

GIFTS OF $1,000+

Ron and Carol Ally

Barrington Breakfast Rotary Club

Mike Barzacchini

Roger and Suzie Bassi

Baxter International Foundation 
Matching Gift

Bruce and Cathleen Berglund

Theodore J. Birren

BMO Harris Bank

Kathy C. Bruce

Michael and Melissa Canning

Steven J. Catlin

Paul Claytor

Troy DeFranco

Joe Diamond

Michael and Susan Gilfillan

Terry and Renee Graber

Jim and Sylvia Hagelow

Derrick and Joni Hamilton

Rick Heidner

Diane G. Hill

Kathleen Hock

Herb and Laura Johnson

William and Jeanne Kelley

Larry Moats

Maria S. Moten

Northern Trust Company  
Charitable Trust

Robert and Sam Oliver

Jody Paine

Ned Paine

John and Nancy Robb

Alfred Ronan

Tom and Judy Schnecke

Michele’ Smith

Pat and Tom Stack

Marianne J. Stanke

Gillian Stoettner

Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. 
— Matching Gift

Mary Jo Willis

Tom and Karen Wischhusen

Michael and Judith Zawacke

GIFTS OF $100+

Michael C. Adzovic

Sharon Alter

Victoria and Paul Atkinson

Atomatic Mechanical Services, Inc.

Kenya F. Ayers

Rose Baloun

James Batson

Robert and Mary Beaubien

Martha A. Bell

Richard and Solveig Bender

Don Benson

Bruce Bohrer

Bret and Karen Bonnstetter

BNC Quality Auto Body, Inc.

Jack Bourke

James and Judith Brenner

Dennis B. Brokke

Dave Braunschweig and Cindy Miller

Jennifer L. Brennan

Phil Burdick

Helen M. Burroughs

Linda Campbell

Kathleen A. Canfield

Harley and Jean Chapman

Pamela R. Chepil

Diana Cincinello

Theresa L. Clark

Joseph Clouser

Marc Connell

Robert and Nancy Cormack

Katherine C. Coy

Rose D’Agostini

Julie D’Agostino

John Davis

Lindy Dieckman

Thomas and Judith Dincher

Patrick Doherty

Gregory and Emily Dowell

Sue Egan



Jan Elbert

Julie Ellefson

Paul Enhelder

Lori Eschenbaum

L. L. Eshoo

Veronique Falk

Rob Fecho

Maggi and David Franks

Thomas P. Gibbons

Sara J. Gibson

Cindy Glashagel

Kenneth M. Gorman

Faon and Tony Grandinetti

Amie M. Granger

Donna and Michael Grzegorek

Paul D. Guymon

Paula J. Hanley

Frank Happ

Harper College — Student 
Government Association

Robert Held

Jack L. Henderson

Fran E. Heun

Kathleen Hock

Kris A. Hoffhines

Richard Hoffman

Richard P. Hohol

Kris Howard-Jensen

Mary Ann and Donald Jirak

Herbert Johnson

Kent Johnson

Hector and Karen Johnstone

Charity Kamoche

Renate Kamph

Jim Karamanis

Thomas G. Kehoe

Roberta Kennedy

Tom and Barbara Knoff

Maria Knuth

Kevin J. Kolman

Andrea Kopkowski

Greg Kubitz

Judy Kulchawik

Rebecca S. Lake

Lambert Family Charitable Fund

Thomas Lange

Doug and Darby Lanpher

Paul and Mary Ann LeBreck

Joanne and Dan Leski

Robyn Leslie

Michelle Mabry

Tammie Yvonne Mahoney

Vernon Manke

Sharon Martin

Michael D. McCandless

Laura A. McGee

Matthew McLaughlin

Barbara and Geoffrey Michelin

Peter Mirkovich

Scott A. Mochinski

Mark and Levonne Mrozinski

Roger and Celine Mussell

Norman A. Neill

Michael and Laura Nejman

Matt H. Nelson

Lawrence A. Nespoli

Bess Nicholas

Amanda Nielsen

Michael Nikolich

Rick Norwood

Celina Ocampo

John and Lynn O’Halloran

Michele Ottenfeld

Donald Oppermann

Lisa Orlowski

Jeanne Pankanin

Carol and Paul Pankros

Robert Parzy

Ruth Patterson

Laura Pauli

Halina Polakowski

Satish Prattipati

Joan Prendergast

Jennifer Prowell

David Bailey and Sheila Quirk-Bailey

Anita Rehberg

Renaissance Schaumburg 
Convention Center Hotel

Hazel Rilki

Cheri Sagehorn

Darlene B. Schlenbecker

Linda Schumacher

Thomas J. Shanahan

Sue Shinn

Sister Cities Association of Palatine

Frank and April Smith

Jennifer Smith

Suzanne and Michael Sons

Roger Spayer

Katherine Speer

Douglas Spiwak

Jeffrey F. Sronkoski

Joan Stanke

Susanne and Randy Starck

Norval Stephens

Mike Swier

Shinya S. Takai

Christopher M. Ternes

Brian Thomason

Scott B. Thompson

Judith and Jerald Thorson

Randy Toelke

Ramon and Suzette Tolentino

Colleen Tomanek

Dennis Toomey

Laurie Turpin-Soderholm and  
Rob Soderholm

Mike Vanlandingham

Brian Thomason

Philip Troyer

Sarina Walczynski

Christine Wayne

Peg Webb

Peter Wicklund

Judith Wilson

Jerry Winchester, Jr.

Woods Event Management

Warren R. Young

Renee Zellner

Duane and Heather Zoldak



PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 
AND THEIR IMPACT

Promise Programs are location-based scholarship 

programs that make college tuition free. While all 

programs require some type of residency and a high 

school completion/diploma, some have additional 

eligibility criteria — such as a minimum GPA, 

attendance, community service or timeframes.  

Promise communities have grown from one in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan in 2005, to currently over 50  

city, college or district programs. In addition, there are 

two statewide programs in Tennessee and Oregon. 

Promise programs service areas range in size from 

Northport, MI with a population of 526, to Pittsburgh, 

PA with a population 305,842. The common thread  

with all the programs is that they are delivering 

what they promised: more college attendance and 

completion, plus a talented workforce that helps to 

grow the economy.

TO LEARN MORE 

For more information about the Promise Scholarship 

Program and how to get involved as a donor or 

Business Partner, please visit  

harpercollege.edu/promise or  

email hpromise@harpercollege.edu

A recent study of “The Impact of Promise Programs: 

What Do We Know” that featured 10 researchers 

who have studied Promise programs in Kalamazoo, 

Pittsburgh, Buffalo, New Haven, Conn. And El Dorado, 

Ark. said the impacts of the Promise programs so far are:

1.	 Increased school district enrollment

2.	 Improved student behavior and grade-point averages

3.	 Improved K-12 test scores

4.	 Increased college enrollment and persistence

5.	Promise programs make residents with children more 

reluctant to leave their community, which translates 

into a slightly higher population, more jobs and 

stronger housing prices

For a list of Promise Programs across the nation, please 

visit our website at harpercollege.edu/promise

To review the full study, please visit:  

http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.

ssf/2015/11/12_ways_researchers_say_promis.html

Harper College is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, 
marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status or sexual orientation. 23094 4/17 TC
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PROMISE Q2 UPDATE 

Final Promise application comparison counts for initial sign-ups for incoming Freshman 

 D211 D214 D220 D155 Total

Class of 2020 apps 2,201 (74%) 2,724 (93%) 654 (83%) 8 (32%) 5,587 (83%)

Class of 2019 apps 2,033 (65%) 2,165 (68%) 420 (58%) 7 (29%) 4,625 (65%)

Current status of Promise enrollment (2020 Freshman and 2019 continuing Sophomore)—As of January 26, 2017.

CLASS OF 2019 

Freshman sign up 		

4,625 (65%) of total freshman class

Sophomore continuing 		

2,574 (36.3) of total class  

continuing on 

CLASS OF 2020

Freshman class sign up 		

5,587 (83%) of total freshman class 
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