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PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS HOPE 
FOR THE SAFAKAS FAMILY 

Recent Harper College graduate Niki Safakas knows 

first-hand the financial burden that a scholarship can 

alleviate. As last year’s recipient of the Foundation’s 

Thomas E. Irwin Scholarship, she was able to shift  

her focus from her job to classwork, music and 

leadership development.

The former Harper Student Trustee is hopeful the 

Promise Scholarship Program will offer similar relief 

in the future to her parents, who will soon have three 

daughters in college at the same time. Niki, who’s 

starting at Loyola University this fall to prepare for  

a career as a chemistry teacher, recently shared  

the impact that earning free tuition could have on  

her family:

“As a first-generation college student, both my  

parents and I were unsure about how college worked 

or how much debt would be accumulated because 

of it. Besides saving money, I still wanted to be with 

my family for a bit longer, as family is very important 

to me. I did not feel quite ready to leave them just yet, 

and Harper provided a nice transition for me to start 

my college education while giving me the chance to 

mature close to home. 

Being at Harper gave me so many opportunities that 

I would not have had at university. I benefited from 

small classes with great student peers and teachers 

who knew me and cared about my education. I also 

had many leadership opportunities at Harper through 

the Student Government Association and as Student 

Trustee. I will take this valuable knowledge with me as  

I begin my career in education. My dream to become  

a future educator was truly solidified at Harper College.

When I first heard that I had received the Thomas E. 

Irwin Scholarship, it changed my life as a student. On 

paper, my family seems well-off but we live paycheck  

to paycheck, so I am not eligible for financial aid. We 

were worried about how we’d cover the cost of Harper, 

but the scholarship helped alleviate some of that burden. 

(continued on next page)



I signed up for the Promise Schola rship  
so I won’t have to worry about my debt 
when I’m done and the hassle of applying  
to a bu nch of competitive schola rships  
that probably won’t cover my entire tu ition. 
I want to go into veterina ry science because 
I want to help a nimals, a nd for what I am 
going into, the Promise Schola rship will pay 
for a lot of the education I will need.

— Christina Safakas,  

 Schaumburg High School senior

HARPER COLLEGE PROMISE PROGRAM DONORS (AS OF JULY 2018) 

GIFTS OF $500,000+

Greg and Anna Brown

Kim Duchossois

Foglia Family Foundation

GIFTS OF $100,000+

Anonymous

The Beaubien Family

Ken and Catherine Ender

Fabricators and Manufacturers 
Association, International

Derrick and Joni Hamilton

Richard and Roxy Pepper

Wintrust Financial Corporation

GIFTS OF $25,000+

First Bank of Highland Park

Diane G. Hill

KI Furniture

Legat Architechts

Georgeanna and Gregg Mehr

Jim and Lori Meier

Motorola Solutions Foundation

Motorola Solutions, Inc.

David Newton

Robin S. Turpin

I was able to resign from my stressful job working retail 

20-plus hours a week. Instead, I was able to work eight 

hours a week at Harper’s admissions office and focus 

more on balancing academics, extracurriculars and 

giving back to the college.

My youngest sister, Christina, is in the first cohort  

of Promise Scholars. Having three kids in college all  

at the same time will not only be a burden on each  

of us individually, but on our parents as well. The 

Promise Scholarship provides hope and relief for 

my parents, who I know are eternally grateful. It’s an 

opportunity my family could have never dreamed of.”

(continued from page one)

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

When the Harper College Promise Program was 

launched in the 2015, an original fundraising goal  

of $10M was established. Thanks to the generosity  

of the community — donors, alumni, corporate partners, 

faculty and staff, the $10M goal was achieved in 

November 2017. Given that 10,447 high school 

students are currently enrolled in the Promise program, 

the Harper College Board of Trustees challenged the 

Harper College Educational Foundation Board of Directors 

to raise an additional $1M in donations. For each dollar 

donated, Harper College would match the donation, 

up to $1M additional dollars. Again, the community 

demonstrated their generosity and invested an additional 

$1M to the Promise Program. With the match, over $12M 

has been raised to date for Promise Scholarship students. 

The Harper College Educational Foundation is grateful to the many community leaders, businesses, faculty, staff, 

alumni and friends who have pledged their support of the Harper College Promise Program.

“



GIFTS OF $10,000+

AMITA

BMO Harris Bank

Laura J. Brown

Cannon Design

Dr. Young Chung

CIBC

David and Maria Coons

Cornerstone National Bank 
& Trust Company

Duchossois Family 
Foundation

John and Kathleen Gilmer

Terry and Renee Graber

Kainz Family Foundation

Legat Architects

Judith D. Marwick

McGraw-Hill Education

Larry Moats

Mortenson Construction

The Northern Trust

Northwest Community 
Healthcare

Bob and Sam Oliver

Palatine Area Chamber  
of Commerce, Inc.

StudioGC

Zurich North America

GIFTS OF $1,000+

Advocate Good Shepherd 
Hospital

Ron and Carol Ally

Assurance Agency, Ltd.

Victoria and Paul Atkinson

Atomatic Mechanical 
Services, Inc.

Barrington Breakfast  
Rotary Club

Mike Barzacchini

Roger and Suzie Bassi

Martha A. Bell

Don Benson

Bruce and Cathleen 
Berglund

Theodore J. Birren

Bret and Karen Bonnstetter

Janet Boyle and  
Chuck Adler

Dave Braunschweig and 
Cindy Miller

James and Judith Brenner

Kathy C. Bruce

Linda Campbell

Michael and  
Melissa Canning

Nancy and John Castle

Steven J. Catlin

Kimberly and Fred Chavis

Byong Uk and  
Myung Chung

Kelley Clancy

Paul Claytor

Lee Concha

Robert and  
Nancy Cormack

Tony DeFranco

Joseph F. Delaney

Sue Egan

Guy Eisenhuth

Julie Ellefson

Eriksson Engineering 
Associates, Ltd

Lori Eschenbaum

Financial Elements, Inc

Michael and Susan Gilfillan

Bob and Besty Glorch

Faon and Tony Grandinetti

Randy and Linda Green

Dick and Sandra Guttman

Jim and Sylvia Hagelow

Paula J. Hanley

Harper College- 
Student Activities

Donna Harwood

Rick Heidner

Bonnie J. Henry

Kathleen Hock

Richard Hoffman

Richard P. Hohol

Kris Howard-Jensen

C. Herbert and  
Laura Johnson

Njambi Kamoche

Penny Kazmier

William and Jeanne Kelley

Bill and Sheila Kesler

David and Judy Lambert

Linda J. Lang

Kenny Le

Craig and Carol Levin

Tom and Patty MacCarthy

Thomas A. Mandik

Ed Marcinko

Joe and Kate Matty

MB Financial Bank, NA

Michael D. McCandless

Barbara McFarland

Matthew McLaughlin

MeritCorp Group, LLC

Barbara and  
Geoffrey Michelin

Scott A. Mochinski

James Moehling

Maria S. Moten

Lane and Patty Moyer

Mark and  
Levonne Mrozinski

Joan Mundstock

National Society  
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution

Norman and Josie Neill

Larry and  
Margaret Newsom

Bess Nicholas

Northwest Oaks

Bill and Molly Norwood

Mary Beth Ottinger

Ned Paine

Paul and Carol Pankros

Robert Parzy

J. Scot Pepper

Lee and Shannon Plate

Charles and Erika Priester

Jennifer Prowell

Anita Rehberg

RESTORE

Hazel M. Rilki

John and Nancy Robb

Alfred G. Ronan

John and Judith Rycombel

Tom and Judy Schnecke

School Health Corporation

Stephen Scogna

Larry and  
Connie Shoemake

Michelé Smith

Gerald and Mary Smoller

Renee and Keith Spacapan

Roger Spayer

Pat and Tom Stack

Marianne J. Stanke

Brad and Judy Stetson

Gillian Stoettner

Mike Swier

Ramon and  
Suzette Tolentino

Mary Jo Willis

Thomas and Karen 
Wischhusen

Woods Event  
Management Inc.

W-T Engineering, Inc.

Michael and  
Judith Zawacke

Heather and Duane Zoldak

GIFTS OF $100+

Michael C. Adzovic

Melissa and Jerry Ageman

Michael and Kathy Alagna

Robert P. Allare

Sharon Alter

Lynn Altfeld

Linda Amenitsch

Janet and David Anderson

Deborah L. Armstrong

Yelda Aydin-Mullen

Kenya F. Ayers

Irena J. Bakalus

Jean B. Baker

Rose Baloun

Barbara A. Barry

Pete Bartels

James Batson



Robert and Mary Beaubien

Brenda J. Belarmino

Jason A. Bell

Richard and  
Solveig Bender

Virginia Bender

Lisa A. Blaylock

BNC Quality Auto  
Body, Inc.

Bodysculptor

Alice K. Boland

Jack Bourke

Jennifer L. Brennan

Dennis B. Brokke

Mary A. Budyak

Dr. Peg Burbach-Webb

Phil Burdick

Helen M. Burroughs

Lisa A. Busto

Gina Cabay

Kathleen A. Canfield

Joan and Bruce Carlson

Jean and Harley Chapman

Pamela R. Chepil

Lauren Chilvers

Diana Cincinello

Theresa L. Clark

Laura Clarke

Joseph Clouser

Kyle Concannon

Marc D. Connell

John B. Cook

Adam Coons

Courtney Cox

Rodney S. Craig

Brian W. Cremins

John Cunnea

Rose D’Agostini

Julie D’Agostino

Enrique D’Amico

Megan Dallianis

Nancy L. Davis

John W. Davis

Carmen Dean

Lindy and Craig Dieckman

Thomas and  
Judith Dincher

Patrick Doherty

Melissa Donaldson

Thomas J. Dowd

Greg and Emily Dowell

Leah Duffy

Mary Beth Dunne

Mohsen Ebrahimi

Catherine Eilers

Jan Elbert

Steven and Karen Ender

Paul Enhelder

L. L. Eshoo

Teresa A. Faidley

Veronique Falk

Marie N. Farber-Lapidus

Rob Fecho

Sandi C. Ferencz

Alansa C. Ferguson

Guerin Fischer

Jesse H. Fojo

Dale L. Ford

Maggi Franks

Jay and Karen Fritz

James and Joelle Gallo

Joanne E.  
Gambardella-Meyerhoff

Richard and Anne Geary

Anna M. Ghiotti

Betty and Dick Gialdini

Thomas P. Gibbons

Sara J. Gibson

George and Sallie Gill

Cindy Glashagel

Vladimir and  
Marta Goncharoff

Raeghan M. Graessle

Amie M. Granger

Allen and Bonnie Gray

Allison Grippe

Brad Grossman

Donna and  
Michael Grzegorek

Joseph P. Guyer

Paul D. Guymon

John Hagerson

Kathleen Hanahan

Frank Happ

Harper College - 
Annuitants Association

Harper College - 
Human Resources

Harper College -Student 
Governent Association

Travaris Harris

Michael Hartke

Erika Hartman

Dai Hartnett

L. J. Harvey

Eric G. Hawman

Charles Heinly

Susan Heitsch

Robert G. Held

Jack L. Henderson

Mark Hennin

Jenny Henrikson

Kelly Henry

Nick Hetman

Fran E. Heun

Clete H. Hinton

Kris A. Hoffhines

Sharon L. Hofgesang

Anthony Holmes

Mary W. Hood

Horton Chiropractic

Elizabeth A. Hull

Audrey Meier Inbody

Sonia O. Jawnyj

Pauline P. Jenness

Jill Jensen

Mary Ann and Don Jirak

Craig B. Johnson

Herbert Johnson

Kent Johnson

Thomas A. and  
Carol M. Johnson

Wayne A. Johnson

Hector and  
Karen Johnstone

David Kahan

Cynthia Kalogeropoulos

Martha Karavitis-Hemmati

Edwina C. Keim

Roberta Kennedy

Kevin Kensik

John M. Kiener

Meg G. King

Bonnie Kleinfeld

Susan D. Kmiec

Tom and Barb Knoff

Maria Knuth

Eileen and Michael Kohne

Linda Kolbusz-Kosan  
and Ken Kosan

Kevin J. Kolman

Andrea Kopkowski

Arlene A. Koszyk

Rick Kreminski

Adele K. Krueger

Greg Kubitz

Judy Kulchawik

Rebecca S. Lake

John and Lucy Lampinen

Thomas Lange

Doug and Darby Lanpher

Paul and  
Mary Ann LeBreck

Luisel Lemkau

Joanne M. Leski

Robyn Leslie

Barbara Levin

Wendy S. Levine

Marcia Litrenta

Brian Little

Lorita M. Loar

Joseph M. Loobey

Cynthia Luxton

Chelsea M. Lynn

Tammie Yvonne Mahoney

Carol A. Majka

Dorota M. Malinowska

Don R. Malzahn

Vernon F. Manke

Timothy L. Manning

Edward Marcinko

Fredia J. Martin
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Sharon A. Martin

Chris and Michael Matera

Karen S. McBride

Thomas and  
Dorothy McCabe

Laura A. McGee

Katherine R. McGuinnis

Dawn M. McKinley

John McManus

Mark C. McPherrin

David and  
Cynthia McShane

Kristyn Meyer

Sandra E. Minich

Peter Mirkovich

Helen Moore

Erin T. Morettes

Veronica N. Mormino

John and  
Josephine Muchmore

Roger and Celine Mussell

Nannette S. Nefczyk

Michael and Laura Nejman

Matt H. Nelson

Susan Nelson

Lawrence A. Nespoli

Gia V. Nguyen

Amanda Nielsen

Gregory Niemczyk

Kathleen Nikolai

Michael L. Nikolich

Joyce Nolen

Rick Norwood

Susan Nowakowski

Elizabeth O’Donnell

John and Lynn O’Halloran

Derek and Jola Oliver

Keith B. O’Neill

Patricia O’Neill

Donald Oppermann

Lisa A. Orlowski

Michael V. Ostrowski

Michele Ottenfeld

Sheryl Otto

Jeanne Pankanin

William J. Pankey

Jessica Papa

Josh Parke

Marcia R. Parker

Ruth A. Patterson

Robert R. Paul

Bridgett K. Payseur

Sandy Penkava

Donna and  
Michael Grzegorek

Isidro B. Perez

Kenneth L. Perkins

Robert Perri

Sara A. Piraino

PMA Financial  
Network, Inc.

Kim A. Pohl

Halina Polakowski

John V. Poomduang

Joann Powell

Joe and  
Christine Poziemski

Satish Prattipati

Joan M. Prendergast

William D. and Lynn Provan

Jeffrey Przybylo  
and Lauren Morgan

Joe and Vanessa Quinn

Sheila K. Quirk-Bailey

Janice L. Razaq

Linda Y. Regan

Renaissance Schaumburg 
Convention Center Hotel

Alex Reyther and Ellaine 
Sambo-Reyther

Joseph Rivkin

Louise Robb

Robert and Susan Rogers

John Rooney

James G. Roseland

Philip and Joni Rothblum

Ann M. Ryan

Jacob and Tracie Sadoff

Cheri Sagehorn

Paula L. Saltzman

Nancy Savard

Katherine S. Sawyer

Drew and Katie Schaefer

Chris and Michael Matera

Darlene B. Schlenbecker

John and Kathy Schmitz

Jennifer and  
Robert Schullo

Linda M. Schumacher

Pradip Sethi

Thomas J. Shanahan

Kathy M. Shine

Sue Shinn

Thomas A. Signore

Sister Cities Association  
of Palatine

Julie A. Slarich

Frank and April Smith

Jennifer Smith

Kevin E. Smith

Diane Smutny

Frank J. Solano

Suzanne I. Sons

Sendy Soto

Katherine D. Speer

Douglas Spiwak

Jeffrey F. Sronkoski

Joan Stanke

Susanne M. Starck

Chris and John Staub

Roy Steffens

Norval and Diane Stephens

Clara Stone

David Suchomski

Bobby Summers

Rebecca A. Suthers

Susannah Swift

Randall S. Sylvan

Shinya S. Takai

Christopher M. Ternes

Jane Ann M. Thomas

Brian Thomason

Michael A. Thompson

Scott B. Thompson

Jerald and Judith Thorson

Randy Toelke

Nicole Tolentino

Colleen V. Tomanek

Dennis Toomey

Philip J. Troyer

Lori Turnisky

Laurie Turpin-Soderholm 
and Rob Soderholm

Paul F. Twardzik

David Umlauf

Sheryl Van Anne

Mike Vanlandingham

Bill and Maureen Vasey

Amy Vogelgesang

Julia Wackenheim

Sarina Walczynski

Kathleen Ward

Roy A. Watier

Anthony Way

Christine Wayne

Jim Weber

Gregory and Sara Werner

Marguerita Whitby

Peter J. Wicklund

David L. Williams

Karin Williams

Judith M. Wilson

Jerry Winchester, Jr.

Women’s Club of Inverness

Douglas and  
Anna Marie Yates

Renee S. Zellner

Robert R. and  
Janet Zilkowski
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THE GROWTH OF COLLEGE PROMISE PROGRAMS

Long before the Promise Scholarship Program’s launch 

in 2015, Harper College — along with its educational and 

business partners — diligently researched and developed 

the program’s concept, criteria and intended goals. We 

were not alone. Over the last several years, “Promise” 

programs have sprung up in almost every state. In fact, 

there are more than 240 Promise programs to date 

across the country.

A research team from the University of Pennsylvania 

Graduate School of Education has been examining these 

programs. Their research focuses on Promise programs 

that seek to increase college enrollment, provide financial 

assistance and benefit students who live in a particular 

state, community or school district.

While the number of college Promise programs 

continues to expand, the initiatives vary greatly in the 

nature of the promise, target population, eligibility 

requirements and other characteristics. The Harper 

College Promise Scholarship Program remains unique 

due to its academic achievement, attendance and 

community service requirements, as well as its support 

from private donors.

CLASS OF 2019 
Freshman sign up  

4,607 (65%) of total class

Sophomore continuing 

2,576 (36%) of total class continuing on 

Junior continuing 

2,000 (28%) of total class continuing on

CLASS OF 2020
Freshman sign up 

5,558 (83%) of total class

Sophomore continuing 

2,852 (43%) of total class continuing on 

CLASS OF 2021
Freshman sign up 

5,595 (86 %) of total class

SPRING 2018 UPDATE

Total Promise  
Enrollment 

10,447

To see an interactive map of Promise programs across the nation,  

visit ahead-penn.org/creating-knowledge/college-promise.


