PSC 270 SECTION HLB - GLOBAL POLITICS – SPRING 2010
Instructor: Bobby Summers



email: bsummers@harpercollege.edu

Phone: 925-6746 (I110)



Division Office: 925-6311

NATURE OF COURSE:


The nature of the international political system is crucially important to every American.  The way we lead our lives, what we can do, and what we cannot are affect dramatically by the international environment.  The international system concerns itself with a variety of questions that affect us on a daily basis.  Will troops be sent overseas to settle a civil war, end genocide, or secure oil for the world economy?  Will people and nations ignore human rights in favor of economic growth?  Is security more important than justice?  


This course is an introduction to international politics and American foreign policy.  This course explores the issues of today as well as the foundations of the international system.  This class will consider legal, moral, ethical, and practical developments in the international system.  We will discuss the roles played by countries, individuals, and groups in the international arena.  Finally, we will examine some of the policy dilemmas confronted by the American government and the governments of other countries as they seek to survive and thrive in a sometimes chaotic world.  

COURSE GOALS

1. To gain an appreciation for the substance and process of the international

      political system.

2. To learn about challenges facing countries today and tomorrow.

3. To develop verbal and written communication skills.

4. To acquire a greater sense of our role and the role of the U.S. in global politics.

DIVERSITY

The diversity of the individuals in the classroom is a cause for celebration.  Any disparaging remarks concerning race, sex, gender, sexual orientation, physical characteristics, or disabilities will not be tolerated.  A college is a place of intellectual exploration.  This requires an open mind.  This course also deals with content that is often controversial.  It is not expected that all students agree with one another or with the instructor.  However, it is expected that students deal with one another in a respectful manner.  

ACCESSIBILITY


If you have a documented disability and may require some accommodation or modification in procedures, class activity, instruction, etc., please see me early in the semester.  Documentation is provided by the Access and Disability Services Center in D119, 847-925-6266.  If you need additional information, please contact the center.  

CLASS FORMAT


Seminar or roundtable type discussion with blackboard discussion board component.
REQUIRED TEXT

Frieden, Jeffry A. et al. 2010. World Politics: Interests, Interactions, and Institutions. W.W. Norton: New York.
Assigned articles – you must get on your own online.

***Last Day to Drop is Sunday, April 25, 2010.***
GRADING





POINTS

PERCENTAGE


1. Practice Discussion Board Thread Posting

  10


  1%


2.13 Discussion Board Threads


130


13%

3.13 Discussion Board Responses


130


13% 
4. International Event and Paper


100


10%

5. Foreign Policy Platform



350


35%



3. Attendance and Participation – 15 classes

280


28%



     (You can drop the lowest participation grade)



SCALE

89.5 and above - A

79.5 - 89.4 - B

69.5 - 79.4 - C

59.5 – 69.4 - D

59.4 and below - F

DISCUSSION BOARD – 


Thread Posting – Each week a different discussion board thread will be set up to correspond to assigned readings in the World Politics text.  The posting should show an in-depth understanding of the concepts, strong evidence of reading the material, and some genuine reflective thought on the issues.  The discussion board thread will be available by each Tuesday.  You must post your thread by Friday at midnight to get full credit.


Response Posting – After everyone has made an initial posting to the discussion board for each thread.  You must post a response to someone between Friday at midnight and the next class on Tuesday.

INTERNATIONAL EVENT AND PAPER 

You must sometime during the course of the semester attend an international event that is educational in nature.  It may be a discussion, a debate, a presentation, etc.  Write a review of the event – what, where, when, and what did you find valuable, educational, or useful from the event and what did you find useless.  The review should be no longer than 2 double-spaced pages.  If you have questions concerning an event and whether it qualifies, please discuss it with me prior to attending the event.
 FOREIGN POLICY PLATFORM – (double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 font)


Students will, in a team of 2-3 students, develop, write, and present a coherent foreign policy platform for the United States.  The platform should outline foreign policy guidelines for the United States and provide justifications for those policies.  Sources may be used but are not necessary.  This is exercise in analysis and logic.  Students should conceptualize this platform as a synthesis of the lessons learned over the course of the semester.  The grade for the platform is determined based upon the logic, coherence, and presentation of the guidelines.  Your team also will present the platform to the class
READINGS


Students will be graded on attendance and participation.  Prior to the roundtable discussions, students are expected to read the assigned material and be ready for discussion.  There are 15 Tuesday classes.  13 of those will be roundtable discussions. During one Tuesday, students will work in class on the Foreign Policy Platform.  During the last Tuesday, students will present their Foreign Policy Platform to the class.  
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION


Regular attendance and participation is crucial for this course to be successful.  The instructors are the moderators for the roundtable discussions.  However, it is your class.  Without the participation of everyone, the class learning experience will be limited.  You are allowed to drop the lowest attendance and participation grade.
ONLINE MATERIAL (Search using underlined words in each citation)


Library



Articles, Indexes, Databases




Academic Search Complete Database
Roundtable Discussion #1 – The International System – January 26, 2010

(1) Wohlforth, William. “Unipolar Stability: The Rules of Power Analysis,”      Harvard International Review, Spring 2007, Vol. 29, Issue 1, pp. 44-48.  (Online at Harper Library-Academic Search Complete Database)
(2) Muller, Jerry Z. “Us and Them,” Foreign Affairs, Mar/Apr 2008, Vol. 87, Issue 2, pp. 18-35.
 (Online at Harper Library-Academic Search Complete Database)
Assessment of discussion boards
Superior (8-10 pts)                        

· Posted by due date 

· Show in-depth understanding of course concepts

· Show strong evidence of reading course material

· Posting is coherent
Sufficient (4-7 pts)
        

· Posted by the due date

· Show some depth of understanding of course concepts

· Show some evidence of reading course material

· Posting is coherent
Minimal (1-3 pts)


· Posted after due date

· Show minimal understanding of course concepts

· Show little evidence of reading course material

· Posting is barely coherent
Unsatisfactory (0 pts)     0 points will be given if some or all of the following conditions exist

· Posted after the due date

· Evidence of understanding course concepts not shown

· Evidence of reading course material not shown
· Posting does not make any sense
Writing Guidelines


Papers are typed, double-spaced, 12 Font with 1 inch margins and should include an introductory paragraph, which contains a) an enticement that encourages the readers to read on, b) a few sentences stressing the underlying importance of the subject, and c) the thesis sentence.  The thesis statement directly relates to the essay’s title and explains the goal of the paper.  For example, a paper considering the effects of television on American social values might incorporate the following thesis statement:

This paper considers the impact of television on the social values of the United States.


Each paragraph following the introductory paragraph should relate to the thesis statement.  Each paragraph should have a main sentence and sentences that contain supporting material or information.  Each and every paragraph should relate to the thesis sentence in the introductory paragraph.  If the paragraphs do not relate to the thesis statement of the paper, then the paragraphs are in the wrong paper.  Additionally, each paragraph should be at least three sentences long.


The paper also must include a concluding paragraph which a) reiterates the introductory paragraph and the thesis statement, b) briefly summarizes the main points of the paper, and c) suggest the wider ramifications of the paper on the topic.


Take great care in maintaining your intellectual integrity.  If an idea comes from a particular source, the source must be cited.  If a fact or a quote is used, the source must be cited and/or quoted.  To test whether or not you are quoting a source directly or just using an idea, close or cover the source, wait 15 seconds, and then type the idea out.  If you cannot do this without referring back to the source, they you are quoting and quotation marks and the appropriate page citation should be used.


Citations should contain the necessary information so the reader can find the source in your reference page.

For an idea -- The decline of the American family can be attributed to the growth in the television industry (Smith 1987, pp.57-59).

For a quote--Television has led “to the death of the American family”(Smith 1987, p. 62).


If you do not cite the appropriate source of the information, it is plagiarism.  This is academic dishonesty and will be dealt with in the strictest terms.

Grammar and Professional Guidelines

No grammatical or spelling errors


effect is a noun; affect is a verb

Avoid the use of transitional phrases


between two; among many

Its is possessive; it’s is a contraction


avoid I think, I feel, and I believe

Contractions are forbidden



do not use the second person - “you”

Limit the use of first person - “I”


avoid passive voice

Their belongs to people, there is a place, and they’re is a contraction of they are

Make sure you have your name, class, and title on the paper and proof your paper

Attach a separate reference page with the sources that you either used or cited

[image: image1.emf]
My name is:

___________________________________

(Grader)

Directions:  You are randomly assigned the responsibility of grading one of your classmate’s level of participation in today’s discussion.  You are not grading them on whether or not you agree with their views, but rather whether the student actively contributes to the classroom dialogue.  Use the following guidelines to assign the points you feel your colleague earned today. Keep in mind that while not everyone participates equally, everyone should participate.  In other words, you should be grading on both the quantity and the quality of the participation.

9-10 Points
The student was actively engaged in the classroom discussion.  He/she asked or answered questions that added insight to the topic.  The student provided his/her own opinions and responded to his/her classmates’ views.  He/she treated others with respect even when they disagreed.  You must give specific reasons for assigning a score of 10.

7-8
The student actively participated in most of the discussion, but some improvements could be made.  Some possible examples include: the student did not stay engaged for the entire class period, the student did not stay on topic, the student was not respectful of his/her classmates, etc.

5-6

The student provided minimal participation in the class.

4

The student occupied a chair during class, but did not participate.

0

The student did not attend the discussion.

I thought that your most insightful/interesting contribution to class was : ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The reasons that I took points off were:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of student:
 __________________________________

Date:


___________________________________

Topic

:
___________________________________

Points assigned:
___________________________________

