PSC 101 SECTION HN1 AMERICAN POLITICS & GOVERNMENT – FALL 2011
Instructor: Bobby Summers



email: bsummers@harpercollege.edu
Phone: 847-925-6746 (I110)



Division Office: 847-925-6311

NATURE OF COURSE:

The nature of the American political system is crucially important to every American.  The way we lead our lives, what we can do, and what we cannot are affect dramatically by government at every level.  Government concerns itself with a variety of questions that affect us on a daily basis.  Will farmers get subsidies?  Will troops be sent to Columbia?  Will minorities be given equal opportunity in American society?  How democratic should government be?  Do defendants have certain protected rights?

This course is an introduction to American government and the American political system.  This course explores the issues of today as well as the challenges that confronted the founding fathers.  This class will consider the constitutional foundations of American government, the structure of federalism, as well as the inner workings of the courts, the Congress, and the presidency.  We will discuss the roles played by political parties, special interest groups, public opinion, and elections.  Finally, we will examine some of the policy dilemmas confronted by American government today and yesterday, including civil liberties, civil rights, foreign policy, and economic regulation.
COURSE GOALS

1. To gain an appreciation for the substance and process of the American political system.

2. To learn about challenges facing American democracy today and tomorrow.

3. To develop verbal and written communication skills.

4. To acquire a greater sense of our role in society and governing our lives.
DIVERSITY

The diversity of the individuals in the classroom is a cause for celebration.  Any disparaging remarks concerning race, sex, gender, sexual orientation, physical characteristics, or disabilities will not be tolerated.  A college is a place of intellectual exploration.  This requires an open mind.  This course also deals with content that is often controversial.  It is not expected that all students agree with one another or with the instructor.  However, it is expected that students deal with one another in a respectful manner.  

ACCESSIBILITY


If you have a documented disability and may require some accommodation or modification in procedures, class activity, instruction, etc., please see me early in the semester.  Documentation is provided by the Access and Disability Services Center in D119, 847-925-6266.  If you need additional information, please contact the center.  

CLASS FORMAT

Informal lectures and discussions supplemented by films and tapes with student led seminar type discussion.
REQUIRED TEXT
Bresler, Robert J. et al.  2011. Understanding American Government, 4th ed. Redding, CA.: BVT.


(Make sure it is the 4th edition, has Summers as one of the authors, and has a blue outside binding.)



ISBN: 978-1-60229-909-2

State of Illinois. 2011-2012. Illinois Handbook of Government. 
Handouts provided by the instructor.

GRADING






SCALE
1. 2  exams



20%
200 pts.
89.5 and above - A
2. 2 letters



  8%
  80 pts.
79.5 – 89.4 - B
3. 2 essays



20%
200 pts.
69.5 – 79.4 - C
4. One presentation/discussion
 10%
100 pts.
59.5 – 69.4 - D
5. Class Participation(20 points each)
22%
220 pts.
59.4 and below - F
6. Final Exam



20%
200 pts.

DUE DATES

Exam 1 – Sep. 27
Essay 1 – Oct. 04
Essay 2 – Oct.  18
Exam 2  – Nov. 08
Letters – Nov. 15


Final Exam Due – Tuesday, December 13th by 9:10 p.m.
Absolutely nothing except the final exam will be accepted after the last day of regular class, Tuesday, December 06, 2011. 

EXAMS


Exams will consist of take-home short answer and essay questions.  Exams should be typed double-spaced pages, 12 font, 1 inch margins.
LETTERS

1. Find the addresses of two relevant public figures.

2. Write a letter to each in which you comment on a subject of interest to you and related to this class.  This letter may be a complaint, a complement, or an inquiry.

3. Place each letter in an unsealed, addressed envelope with appropriate postage.

4. Turn the letters in to me. I will mail them.

ESSAY #1 - (2-3 double-spaced pages, 12 font, 1 inch margins)

1. Find Krauthammer, Charles. May 21, 1990. In Praise of Low Voter Turnout.  Time, vol. 135.

2.  Using the essay, write your own essay (typed) on the main point of the article and your understanding of the issue.

3.  Use additional sources, if necessary, to develop a position on voter turnout.  Is there a problem with voter turnout?  What could be done about such a problem?  How do other countries approach this problem?

4.  Follow the class writing guidelines on all essays and papers.

Essay #2 -  (2-3 double-spaced pages, 12 font, 1 inch margins)

1. Find and use relevant sources to write an essay (typed) that compares the policy positions of two different and CURRENT American political parties. Make sure it is parties and not people that are compared.

2. Concentrate on 2 or 3 policies in your comparison.

3. Follow the class writing guidelines on all essays and papers.
CLASS PARTICIPATION

An honors colloquium is based upon the interchange of ideas.  Consequently, your active participation is required in class discussions.  Students will be in charge of assigning class participation grades at the end of discussion using the grade template provided.  At the end of the semester, I will drop the lowest class participation grade.

LATE WORK

Papers submitted by the next class period after it was due will be graded with a 10% deduction.  Late work will not be accepted after the class period following the original due date without prior approval from the instructor.  If you have a valid reason for needing an extension, communicate your need to the instructor early.  

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
According to Harper College’s Academic Honesty Policy, “Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism or other improper appropriation of another’s work as one’s own and falsifying records to advance one’s academic standing… Any form of academic dishonesty as defined by the faculty member or department is a serious offense requiring disciplinary measures.  Discipline for academic dishonesty involving a specific course shall be first determined by the instructor of the course and may include failure of the specific assignment, project, or test or failure of the course.”  In other words, it is not worth it.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, ask me or any professor on campus.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
Observing a few common sense rules will make everyone’s educational experience more enjoyable and productive.  The following is a list of some of the expectations I have for participating in this class.  If you anticipate any difficulty following these rules, please see me after class.

1)
Turn off or mute cell phones and pagers in class.

2) 
Respect the recognized speaker, whether it is the instructor, another student, a movie, etc.  You do not have to agree with what is being said and you will have an opportunity to express your point of view, provided it is done with respect towards the rest of the class.

3) When in class, pay attention and participate.
4) Coming late to class is disruptive to the instructor and the class.  While sometimes being a little late cannot be helped, repeated tardiness is unacceptable.

Some Writing Tips to Improve Your Grade

1) Do not use contractions in formal writing.  (Words like don’t, won’t didn’t, etc.)

2) Do not use abbreviations or slang.

3) Unless you personally know the person about whom you are writing, do not refer to them simply by their first name.  The first time you write the name, give the first and last name.  Thereafter, you can use either the last name or the person’s title.

4) Use appropriate citations.  You can use footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical references, whichever you are most comfortable using.  All quotations should be cited along with statistics.  Other facts that are questionable or controversial should also be cited.

5) Use the correct form of “its.”  “Its” is a possessive pronoun, for example, “the dog ate its bone.”  “It’s” is a contraction meaning it is.  For example, “It’s a beautiful day.”  Also, use the correct form of “there” and “their”.  “There” refers to a place, as in “He is over there.”  “Their” is a plural possessive pronoun, as in “They waited for their ride.”

6) Know when to use “U.S.” instead of “United States.”  “United States” is a noun and “U.S.” is an adjective.  For example, “The government of the United States” or “the U.S. government.”  Both are correct.  You would not write “the government of the U.S.” or “the United States government.”

7) Avoid using the word “got.”

8) Do not use flowery, overly complex writing.  You should strive for clarity in each sentence.  

9) Do not use gross exaggerations (i.e., “He was the greatest man who ever lived.”).  

Course Calendar

August 23

Syllabus

August 30

Lessons 1 (Introduction) and 2 (Constitution) (Chapters 1 and 2)

September 06

Lessons 2 (Constitution) and 3 (Federalism) (Chapters 2 and 3)


Discuss Article 1 - Topic: Federalism

Abrams, Jim. “Bush, Hill Allies Seen As Eroding States’ Rights.” Associated Press, January 4, 2004.

September 13

Lesson 4 (Civil Liberties) (Chapter 4) 

Discuss Article 2 - Topic: Civil Liberties

Cooperman, Alan. “Marching as to War.” Washington Post, July 16, 2006.

September 20

Lesson 5 (Civil Rights) (Chapter 4)






Discuss Article 3 - Topic: Civil Rights

Rivers, Eugene F. “Same-Sex Marriage: Hijacking the Civil Rights Legacy.” Weekly Standard, June 1, 2006.




End of Material for Exam 1

September 27
Lesson 6 (Public Opinion/Socialization/Political Action) (Chapters 5 and 6)


Discuss Article 4 - Topic: Public Opinion

Snider, J.H. “Alleviating the Problem of Rational Voter Ignorance: A Proposal for a “Ballot Portal”.” National Civic Review, May 1, 2004.




Exam 1 Due
October 04

Lesson 7 (Mass Media) (Chapter 7)

Discuss Article 5 – Topic Mass Media

Waas, Murray. “America Mourns with Anderson Cooper.” The Huffington Post, January 4, 2006.
Essay 1 Due

October 11

Lesson 8 (Political Parties) (Chapter 8)



Discuss Article 6 - Topic: Political Parties

Anderson, Kurt.  “Introducing the Purple Party.” New York Magazine, April 24, 2006.

October 18

Lesson 9 (Nominations and Campaigns) (Chapter 9)


Discuss Article 7 - Topic: Nominations and Campaigns

Liptak, Adam. “Justices, 5-4, Reject Corporate Spending Limit.” New York Times, January 21, 2010.



Essay 2 Due
October 25

Lesson 10 (Elections and Voting Behavior) (Chapter 9)




Discuss Article 8 - Topic: Elections and Voting

McIheran, Patrick. “Electoral College: Keep It or Dump It?” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 16, 2006. &
Richie, Rob and Shein, Bob. “Time to Shift to Popular Vote.” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 16, 2010.
November 01

Lesson 11 (Interest Groups) (Chapter 8)



Discuss Article 9 - Topic: Interest Groups

Carville, James and Begala, Paul. “Not One Dime.” Washington Monthly, March 2006.

End of Material for Exam 2




May begin discussion of Lesson 12 (Congress) (Chapter 10)

November 08

Lesson 12 (Congress) (Chapter 10)




Discuss Article 10 - Topic: Congress

Brownstein, Ronald. “Close Races Go the Way of Rotary Phones, New Gingrich.” Los Angeles Times, April 15, 2002.




Exam 2 Due 

November 15

Lesson 13 (Executive Branch and the Presidency) (Chapter 11)



Discuss Article 11 - Topic: The Presidency

Kornblut, Anne. “The Ascent of a Woman.” New York Times, June 11, 2006.


2 Letters Due
November 22

Lesson 14 (The Judiciary) (Chapter 13)




Discuss Article 12 - Topic: The Courts




Lithwick, Dahlia. “The Souter Factor.” Slate, August 3, 2005.
November 29

No Class – Conference

December 06

Student Choice – Bring a topic to discuss




All Late Work Due


 

December 13 

Final Exam Due by Tuesday at 9:10 p.m.
PSC 101 AMERICAN POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Writing Guidelines for Essays

Papers are typed, double-spaced, 12 Font with 1 inch margins and should include an introductory paragraph, which contains a) an enticement that encourages the readers to read on, b) a few sentences stressing the underlying importance of the subject, and c) the thesis sentence.  The thesis statement directly relates to the essay’s title and explains the goal of the paper.  For example, a paper considering the effects of television on American social values might incorporate the following thesis statement:

This paper considers the impact of television on the social values of the United States.


Each paragraph following the introductory paragraph should relate to the thesis statement.  Each paragraph should have a main sentence and sentences that contain supporting material or information.  Each and every paragraph should relate to the thesis sentence in the introductory paragraph.  If the paragraphs do not relate to the thesis statement of the paper, then the paragraphs are in the wrong paper.  Additionally, each paragraph should be at least three sentences long.


The paper also must include a concluding paragraph which a) reiterates the introductory paragraph and the thesis statement, b) briefly summarizes the main points of the paper, and c) suggest the wider ramifications of the paper on the topic.


Take great care in maintaining your intellectual integrity.  If an idea comes from a particular source, the source must be cited.  If a fact or a quote is used, the source must be cited and/or quoted.  To test whether or not you are quoting a source directly or just using an idea, close or cover the source, wait 15 seconds, and then type the idea out.  If you cannot do this without referring back to the source, they you are quoting and quotation marks and the appropriate page citation should be used.


Citations should contain the necessary information so the reader can find the source in your reference page.

For an idea -- The decline of the American family can be attributed to the growth in the television industry (Smith 1987, pp.57-59).

For a quote--Television has led “to the death of the American family”(Smith 1987, p. 62).


If you do not cite the appropriate source of the information, it is plagiarism.  This is academic dishonesty and will be dealt with in the strictest terms.

Grammar and Professional Guidelines

No grammatical or spelling errors


effect is a noun; affect is a verb

Avoid the use of transitional phrases


between two; among many

Its is possessive; it’s is a contraction


avoid I think, I feel, and I believe

Contractions are forbidden



do not use the second person - “you”

Limit the use of first person - “I”


avoid passive voice

Their belongs to people, there is a place, and they’re is a contraction of they are

Make sure you have your name, class, and title on the paper and proof your paper

Attach a separate reference page with the sources that you either used or cited

Library Resources For Political Science


The Harper College Library has a number of valuable resources you will need to complete your political science assignments this semester.  Also, some of the information you need may be found on the Internet.  This guide will help you find these resources when you begin your search.

Begin at the library’s website: www.harpercollege.edu/library
1. The Library Catalog link – use the Library Catalog to find books and audiovisual materials.  For example, try a search on “Comparative Political Systems,” or try the name of a country whose government you would like to research.  CHECK THE DATE of the material.  Do not use something that is outdated.

Some examples of books in the library reference collection include:

Encyclopedia of American Government  REF JK9 .E52 1998

The Europa World Year Book  REF JN 1 .E85 2003

The Oxford Guide to the United States Government  REF JK 9 .P384 2001

Political Handbook of the World 1999  REF JF 37 .P6 1999

Political Systems of the World  REF JF 51 .D467 1996

The Statesman’s Yearbook:  The Politics, Cultures and Economics of the World REF JA 51 .S7 2003

World Encyclopedia of Parliaments and Legislatures  REF  JF 511 .W67 1998

2. Articles, Indexes and Databases link – This link will get you to many of the library’s online resources.

· Academic Search Complete Database – this database will provide you with magazine and newspaper articles on topics like Democratic and Republican party issues.  Also, use Ebscohost to find the Charles Krauthammer essay that you are required to use in your first essay assignment.

· Newsbank – this database is an excellent resource for full-text newspaper articles from across the country and locally.

· Encyclopedia Britannica – this database has good general background information on governments, countries, and political science.  A good place to get started.

3. The World Wide Web – many web sites provide political information.

· Some web sites have a specific political agenda, such as endorsing one candidate or party.  

· www.deanforamerica.com
· www.georgebush.com
· Some web sites provide less biased information to voters.

· www.vote-smart.org
· http://www.politics1.com/parties.htm
· www.library.ubc.ca/poli/compartind.html (Comparative/Foreign Governments) 
***Last Day for Withdrawals Sunday, November 20, 2011***

My name is:

___________________________________

(Grader)

20-19 Excellent presentation.  Speaker did outside research beyond the article.  The information was beneficial to my understanding of the article.  The presenter spoke articulately and clearly explained information.  Speaker prepared quality information.

17-18 Very good presentation.  Slight improvements are possible in one or two areas, but overall, the quality was very high.  Speaker did outside research and presented useful information.

15-16 Good presentation, but improvements could be made.  Speaker presented useful information, but some areas needed more clarification.

13-14 Speaker presented the basic information, but did not go beyond what is in the article.  Presentation was not clear or well organized.

1-12 Poor presentation.  Very little information presented.  Great improvements required.

The main strengths of the presentation were: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The reasons that I took points off were:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I would suggest the following improvements:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of presenter:
 __________________________________

Date:


___________________________________

Author/thinker:
___________________________________

Points assigned:
___________________________________

My name is:

___________________________________

(Grader)

Directions:  You are randomly assigned the responsibility of grading one of your classmate’s level of participation in today’s discussion.  You are not grading them on whether or not you agree with their views, but rather whether the student actively contributes to the classroom dialogue.  Use the following guidelines to assign the points you feel your colleague earned today. Keep in mind that while not everyone participates equally, everyone should participate.  In other words, you should be grading on both the quantity and the quality of the participation.

9-10 Points
The student was actively engaged in the classroom discussion.  He/she asked or answered questions that added insight to the topic.  The student provided his/her own opinions and responded to his/her classmates’ views.  He/she treated others with respect even when they disagreed.  You must give specific reasons for assigning a score of 10.

7-8
The student actively participated in most of the discussion, but some improvements could be made.  Some possible examples include: the student did not stay engaged for the entire class period, the student did not stay on topic, the student was not respectful of his/her classmates, etc.

5-6

The student provided minimal participation in the class.

4

The student occupied a chair during class, but did not participate.

0

The student did not attend the discussion.

I thought that your most insightful/interesting contribution to class was : ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The reasons that I took points off were:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of student:
 __________________________________

Date:


___________________________________

Topic

:
___________________________________

Points assigned:
___________________________________
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